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Introduction 
 
In July 2012, TFN gave a grant of £8,087 to train staff at 17 special schools to use a newly adapted 
version of Zippy’s Friends for children with severe and complex learning difficulties.  We reported on 
the grant in June 2013, but there has been further progress in the past four months and we would 
like to share these developments with TFN members who contributed to the project.   
 
In brief: 
 

 Training has now been completed in 17 schools 

 More than 300 children have been helped 

 Classroom feedback is positive 

 The programme is to be independently evaluated 

 We have leveraged further grants of £46,739 
 
Training  
 
At the time of our first report in June we had trained staff from 12 schools, and we have since 
trained staff from a further five. The response has continued to be positive with 97.6% of the 
attendees rating every aspect of the course 4 or 5 out of 5.  One teacher wrote: 
 

‘I teach pupils with ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder) and very high anxiety levels. Everyday life is 
an anxiety for them. Coping strategies are the most important thing in their lives. However, 
finding strategies is the hardest thing for them – the simple rules you provide will be excellent and 
my pupils will really benefit from Zippy’s Friends. I’m going to start as soon as possible. I have 
tried lots of other programmes but none have been suitable for all my pupils – this one is!’ – 
Teacher, Kingsley School, Northamptonshire 

 
Altogether, we have now trained 61 teachers.  We have also trained four trainers who can cascade 
the training to other staff in their schools, so strengthening the programme’s sustainability.   
 
Children  
 
We calculate that about 330 special school pupils are now taking part in Zippy’s Friends.  This 
number may seem modest, but bear in mind that (a) class sizes in special schools are necessarily 
small (one class has only three children) and (b) each trained teacher can run the programme year 
after year.  Initially, we focused on schools which are members of the National Association of 
Independent Schools and Non-Maintained Special Schools (NASS) because the organisation helped 
to fund the development of our resources.   However, during the summer we opened the offer to 
state schools in one area (West Northamptonshire) and immediately five schools signed up.  This 
gives us confidence that, once the new programme has been evaluated, demand from schools will 
be keen.  Furthermore, interest from our partner agencies in another 27 countries remains strong, 
and the potential for this project to help large numbers of children, both in the UK and around the 
world, remains enormous. 
 



Feedback 
 
Trained teachers have started to use the resources, and the feedback from them and from 
educational psychologists is positive.  For example: 
 

‘A lot of work has been put into this. It is really great – there is a strong core, but at the same time 
it is easily adaptable for the pupils’ needs. It will be really useful.’ – Mike Simons, Senior EP and 
Mental Health Promotion Lead, Northamptonshire 

 
Project Coordinator Caroline Lifford visited Manor Mead Special School, Shepperton, and the pupils 
were getting on really well.  Teachers said: 

  
‘The resources are fantastic. There is so much to choose from. The children love it.’ 

 
‘It’s early days, so the changes will become more clear, but one girl wouldn't join in Zippy’s Friends 
before because she really struggled with emotions and now she joins in and is really benefitting.  
All the children are more relaxed talking about their feelings now.’ 
 

Evaluation 
 
In a very significant and welcome development, The Judith Trust has agreed to fund and manage an 
independent evaluation of the adapted Zippy’s Friends.  A researcher based at the University of 
Birmingham has been recruited and will start work shortly.  The study will involve ten schools – five 
in an experimental group and five in a control group – and we are currently seeking funding from 
other foundations for materials, training and support for teachers whose classes will be involved in 
the study.  The results of this evaluation will be written up in a peer reviewed journal and will give us 
solid evidence with which to amend and/or promote the programme.   
 
Leverage 
 
TFN’s support enabled us to get the adapted version of Zippy’s Friends into classrooms and helping 
children, which in turn has helped us to secure more support.  The Judith Trust has committed 
£36,739 for the evaluation, and we have received a grant of £10,000 from the Allan and Nesta 
Ferguson Charitable Trust.  A number of funding applications are being considered by funders at the 
moment and we hope that at least some will be successful.  TFN’s grant of £8,087 has helped us to 
unlock a much larger sum. 
 
Photos and Information 
 
Some photos of training courses and children taking part in Zippy’s Friends are on the next sheet.  If 
you would like any further information, please contact Chris Bale, Director, at 
chris.bale@partnershipforchildren.org.uk or 020 8974 6004. 
 
Thank You 
 
TFN’s support enabled us both to launch the newly adapted Zippy’s Friends in schools and to 
leverage funding from other sources, and we are very grateful to everyone who contributed.   
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The boy (top left) has autism and wears 
noise-reducing earphones to help him 
concentrate as he completes his feedback 
sheet with symbols.   The girl (above) is 
helped by a teacher. 
 
The girl (left) has poor verbal skills and is 
using symbols to discuss difficult feelings. 
 
Teachers (below), attending a training 
course in Northamptonshire, look through 
the resources and think about how to use 
them to help their children with SEN.  


