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Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
 
World Child Cancer received funding from TFN in July 2010.   
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
 
World Child Cancer’s objectives are to improve curative and palliative treatment for children with 
cancer in low and middle income countries.  We do this by establishing twinning partnerships between 
hospitals in high income countries linking to hospitals in low and middle income countries to transfer 
specialist expertise and skills to improve diagnosis, increase survival rates and increase access to 
treatment as well as reducing pain and suffering through improved palliative care.     
 
Our aims and objectives have not changed since the charity was established.    
 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
World Child Cancer was established in 2007.    
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
 
Since we received funding from TFN twelve months ago we have increased our annual income by 
approximately a third.   
 
The number of beneficiaries have also increased from around 600 children a year benefitting from 
World Child Cancer’s work to around 1,000.    
 
We are now working in six countries – Ghana, Mozambique, Malawi, Mexico, Philippines and 
Colombia – and have advanced plans to start work in Namibia, Cameroon and Bangladesh within the 
next 12 months.    
 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
 
The Funding Network provided funding for our childhood cancer project in Ghana at the Korle Bu 
Teaching Hospital. The project aims to improve survival rates for easily treatable child cancers to 50% 
from only 20%.  Funding of approximately £14,000 has provided funds to pay for: 
 
- cytotoxic drugs and therapeutic opiates to treat children 
- staff salaries including a nursing salary supplementation to improve retention and a data manager to 
establish a child cancer registry of all cases diagnosed at the Korle Bu.  
- an awareness campaign in which posters have been produced and distributed by the Ghanaian child 
cancer parent support group.    
- training workshops for healthcare professionals (doctors, nurses, pharmacists) involved in child 
cancer treatment at the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra and another teaching hospital in Kumasi.    
 
TFN has provided funding equivalent to 50% of the first year of a 5 year project.    
 
With regards to measures of success it is too early to measure improvements in survival rates 
because these statistics are only available from the end of the second year of the project based on 12 
month event free survival of patients.  This measure is regarded as a good guide to long-term survival 
rates based on research conducted by St Jude Children’s Research Hospital in the US from their 
outreach projects in central and south America.    
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However, we do know that the awareness campaign is increasing the number of children who come 
forward for treatment.  In the last year there has been a 15% increase in patients which is very positive 
considering the stigma which a diagnosis of cancer still carries in Ghanaian society.   
 
The hospital established a child cancer registry in April 2011 to record all new cases, treatment plans 
and outcomes aided by World Child Cancer’s funding of the salary of the data manager.  The data 
base will allow better analysis of the information about patients particularly in relation to survival rates 
and abandonment of treatment.   
 
Fewer children are abandoning treatment due to the provision of drugs which would otherwise be paid 
for by the families and by improved continuity in nursing care.    
 
The nursing team has been strengthened by the provision of a salary supplementation to 10 nurses 
involved in caring for paediatric oncology patients.  No nurses have left in the last 12 months which 
has greatly benefited the paediatric oncology unit.    
 
Two workshops lasting two days each have been held in November 2010 and April 2011 on improving 
diagnosis and treatment for child cancer patients.  Feedback from the workshops has been extremely 
positive.    
 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
The project has benefited 200 children who have been diagnosed and treated for cancer at the Korle 
Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra and another teaching hospital in Kumasi over the last 12 months.   
 
In addition, the project has benefited 100 healthcare professionals who have received training and 
mentoring from the project.    
 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
 
Yes, funding from TFN has made a very positive difference to World Child Cancer and to our project in 
Ghana.   
 

- Funding of £14,000 is a significant contribution to a charity with an income of £300k in 2010.   
- The income has made a major impact on our project in Ghana providing 50% of the income 

for the 1
st
 year of a 5 year project.   

- Support from TFN with a membership of professionals has allowed us to communicate and 
test our case for support on a large number of new donors.  We were thrilled to see how 
receptive the audience were to our cause.  

- Funding from TFN has allowed us to leverage support from a number of other donors who 
knew of the work of TFN and were impressed that we had received support.    

 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

 
World Child Cancer would be interested in providing an update on our Ghana project at one of your 
forthcoming meetings.  Professor Tim Eden may be in London on 6

th
 September and could give an 

update then if convenient.    


