
 

The Giving Circle – March 2012 
 

Thanet Community Development Trust (TCDT) 

Providing support and assistance to disadvantaged people in Thanet  

Awarded:   £2,755.94 

 

 

Project Presented at Giving Circle event:  

‘The Kitchen’, a community café in Ramsgate, is a project aiming to provide training and development 

opportunities for volunteers and local residents with a focus on healthy living and unemployment.  

 

What problems did the project address? 

The Kitchen aimed to confront a number of issues that have helped contribute to Thanet being in the top 

20% most deprived districts in the country. The two key problem areas identified were health and 

unemployment - The Kitchen targeted both of these issues.  

 

Eastcliff ward in Ramsgate, where The Kitchen is located, is in the top 

5% most deprived wards in the country. There are also significant 

unemployment rates - with Eastcliff having 9.3% unemployed 

compared to 5.8% in Thanet and a national average of 3.8% and well 

above a Kent average of 3.4%. Eastcliff is also in the top 5% of the 

most deprived wards in terms of health and disability as well as having 

over a third of people in the lowest quintile regarding health. Thanet 

as a whole, scores lower than the national average regarding 

physically active children and adults, obesity, diabetes, life expectancy, healthy eating, heart disease, 

stroke and cancer.  

 

How has the funding received benefitted TCDT and the wider community? 

A great number of people benefitted from this project in two different ways. First, there were those that 

benefited directly through training, volunteering or other activities in The Café itself. This award has 

enabled the Trust to provide further opportunities for learning and personal development for almost 50 

volunteers and customers to The Kitchen community café project. It has also served to greatly increase 

the number of beneficiaries reached through increased volunteering hours. 

 

There was also an indirect benefit, seen through improved support for community organisations and the 

general improvement of Eastcliff ward and the services available within it. The project is to be run as a 

Social Enterprise and now it has been established, Thanet Community Development Trust aim to fund 

many of the services provided from this funding from income generated by The Kitchen’s increase in 

custom. 

 

What have the actual outcomes/benefits been for the service users? 

As a direct cause of the funding, the Kitchen Community Café was able to host certified courses in 

Customer Service and First Aid, as well as three Healthy Eating Workshops. These classes were attended 

by almost 50 individuals, including both volunteers and local residents. 



 

Did receiving the money from the giving Circle make a positive impact to TCDT? 

Yes, it helped the project gain support through increased volunteering hours and an increase in customers 

to the café. Being able to offer training as an incentive to volunteers in turn helps; through an increase in 

confidence and life and work skills, it makes volunteering itself more attractive to them. In turn, 

volunteers and their friends and family tend then to support the project with their custom and by taking 

part in other activities run by the café. 

 

A brief thank you for those who donated at the Giving Circle last year…. 

 

“Thanet Community Development Trust and all those who are involved or who have 

benefitted from The Kitchen project would like to take this opportunity to thank The 

Giving Circle, and KCF/TFN for their financial support. The funding has given 

opportunity to a significant number of people in our local area who may otherwise not 

have benefitted, most of which are disadvantaged in some way. 

We hope that further funding will now be sourced in order to continue to offer such 

opportunities for training and development of volunteers to better equip them to be 

able to progress to employment, further training or alternative voluntary work.” 

 

 


