
Report back to The Funding Network 

 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 

SickKids Foundation/Healthy Kids International 

TFN funded 2011 

 

2. What does your organisation do?  

 

SickKids has a simple vision: Healthier Children. A Better World 

 

SickKids mission is to inspire our communities to invest in health and scientific advances 

to improve the lives of children and their families in Canada and around the world. 

 

Healthy Kids International is a Program of SickKids that is focussed on building 

sustainable initiative that build capacity in paediatric health systems around the world. 

Specific attention is given to areas in sub-Saharan Africa and the Caribbean. 

 

TFN funding has help SickKids expand our programs to include new iniative focussed on 

paediatric cancer across six island nations in the Caribbean, and expand our nursing 

education programs in Ghana, Ethiopia and Tanzania. 

 

 

3. When was your organisation first established? 

 

SickKids Foundation was established in 1972 are we are now the largest funder of 

children health in Canada outside of the Government of Canada. 

 

 

4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  

 

In the past year, with the support  of TFN funding, a number of positive changes have 

occurred at oth the SickKids Foundation level, and at the level of global child health 

programs. 

 

At the organization level of SickKids Foundation, 2011-2012 has seen: 

The largest gift ever to a children’s Hospital in Canada: $40M donated by Mr. Peter 

Gilgan to SickKids in support of the new SickKids Centre for Research and Learning; 

A stronger alignment between the global child health programs and SickKids Foundation 

through the establishment of a formal sub-committee of the Board of SickKids 

Foundation, charged with the mandate of overseeing all fundraising activity for 

international global child health programs. 

 

At the project level of global child health programs supported by TFN, 2011-2012 has 

seen: 

Over $3 million raised in year for programs—a record for this area of our work; 

The establishment of a new program in paediatric oncology in the Caribbean; 



An expanded focus on surgical services through sub-Saharan Africa; and 

The development of a new Global Sickle Cell Disease Network. 

 

5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work 

has had?  

 

TFN funding was allocated toward the unrestricted pools of funds that support all global 

child health programs at SickKids. Therefore, we cannot isolate the specific impact of 

this gift on one program. Rather, TFN has—though its unrestricted gift—helped to 

provide that basis and foundation upon which the global child health programs at 

SickKids can move forward. Of particular value is the critical support that such 

unrestricted gifts provide to the international global child health research undertaken at 

SickKids.  

 

For example, the Program in Global Paediatric Research (PGPR) draws on unrestricted 

gifts like those of the TFN to convene an annual conference of global child health experts 

who collaborate to identify emerging issues, collaborate on best practices, and then 

deliver programs through networks of partners to improve child health around the world. 

 

In 2011-2012, PGPR held meetings in Denver, Colorado (USA) and Vancouver, British 

Columbia (Canada) which was hundreds of child health experts participating. 

 

You can see more about these programs at "http://www.globalpaediatricresearch.org/"  

 

6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN 

funded project/work and by how much? 

 

This will be a highly subjective number, and perhaps best divided into primary, 

secondary and tertiary levels. 

 

Primary: Project Leaders at SickKids 

Three: 

Cathy Seguin: VP SickKids International 

Dr. Alvin Zipursky: Founder PGPR 

Ted Garrard: President and CEO SickKids Foundation 

 

Secondary: Program Participants 

200 (approx.) 

Participants in the 

"http://www.globalpaediatricresearch.org/ResourceCentre/symposiaandworkshops/mater

nalchildimplementation/index.aspx"  

Implementation of Global Maternal-Child Health Programs -  

Mon, May 2, 2011 Denver, USA 

Participants in the 

"http://www.globalpaediatricresearch.org/ResourceCentre/symposiaandworkshops/progra

mimplementation/index.aspx"  



From Bench to All the World's Children: Developing and Delivering Better Health for 

Every Child - 

 Mon, May 3, 2010 

Vancouver, Canada 

 

Tertiary: Children Benefitting from evidenced-based programs 

Tens of thousands 

In Sub-Saharan Africa; and 

The Caribbean 

 

 

7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your 

organisation?  
 

The support of TFN for our global child health program makes a positive difference in at 

least three ways: 

TFN provides critical financial support to our programs; 

TFN demonstrates to other donors that financial contributions, of all value, work together 

to advance child health; and 

TFN demonstrates to other donors that global child health at SickKids can be supported 

from international partners—outside of Canada—who recognize the importance of the 

work undertaken at SickKids. 

In this way, we are working to leverage the impact of the important support from TFN. 

 

 

8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

 

SickKids is grateful for your support, and we would welcome the opportunity to provide 

additional information on how your gift is helping to realize our vision of Healthier 

Children. A Better World. 

 


