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Report back to The Funding Network 

 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 

 
Straight Talking Peer Education 
 
Funded from the event on 25th Sept 2010. 
 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
Straight Talking employs and trains disadvantaged teenage mothers and fathers to deliver a peer 
education programme in schools.  The charity’s objectives are to; reduce Britain’s high rates of 
teenage pregnancy, to empower teenage parents to reach their potential and to share information with 
other practitioners. 
 
There have been no changes since TFN funding. 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
Feb 1998 
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed?  
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope.  
 
Our annual turnover in the year 2010-11 has remained approximately the same which we 
consider to be good in this climate. However, we have been able to attract new significant long 
term funding from Tudor Trust and The Big Lottery which equates to £100,000 income 
guaranteed at the beginning of this financial year (year end July).  Currently, we are pleased to 
report that we have 6 months reserves and more stability than we have had for a very long 
time. 
 
Changes since receipt of the grant are; 
Move to new offices offering a larger space with meeting room.  The previous premises were 
extremely run down; leaking ceiling and windows and unsafe electrics. The meeting room in 
particular has professionalized the board of trustees. The new premises are in the centre of 
Kingston and close to public transport both trains and buses with easy access to central 
London.  We are sharing the space with other charities enabling opportunities for networking 
and partmerships. This has been achieved at little extra cost. 
 
Although the number of courses in schools has not changed and the numbers of teenage 
parents has reduced, this is wholly due to the closure of our Somerset local scheme.  Local 
authority cuts in staff made the local scheme unmanageable from a distance.  However, with 
the links made through The Funding Network, we have discovered a potential partner in Bristol 
and we are considering the options of Social Franchising. 
 
Our reach across London has increased.  We now deliver our work in 8 boroughs (previously 
5) and have plans to increase this range this year. 
 
 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
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What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did TFN 
fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project?  
 
Funding from TFN enabled the delivery of 30 courses in schools run by 40 teenage mothers and 
young fathers who were encouraged to move on to reach their potential.  This equates to 13% of all 
courses delivered in the financial year.   
Our evidence through independent evaluation, clearly shows that our work challenges young people’s 
perceptions of teenage pregnancy and parenthood in the long term and we know from our records that 
95% of our young parents access education, employment and training.  With help from a TFN 
member, we are now in a position to commission a Social Return on Investment Study from Deloitte 
which we anticipate, will show our cost effectiveness and more information about our success. 
 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
Approximately 900 13-16 year olds and 40 teenage parents have been reached. 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
With funding from a member of TFN, we are now able to commission a Social Return on Investment 
Study which will enable us to show Local Authorities and Government Ministers, the savings that can 
be made with our Early Intervention.   
 
Straight Talking has been able to explore a partnership for potential Social Franchising through 
contacts made at TFN.  This could be a pilot for a long term plan which will further enable the charity 
to become a Social Enterprise; a feature of our Strategic Plan. 
 
A contact at TFN offered a free session in fundraising mentoring.  This has resulted in on going expert 
advice and support aimed at Major Donor Fundraising. 
 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
All of these above, have been significantly beneficial to the development of the charity and not 
something that we anticipated when we were asked to deliver our presentation.  We would like to offer 
our thanks to everyone involved, in particular, Jenny Sheridan and Tillie Sklair for their support which 
has been invaluable. 
 
Delivering the presentation, gave Straight Talking the opportunity to further empower our teenage 
mothers who joined us on the day.  Charlotte Allan, our Local Scheme Coordinator for Barking & 
Dagenham, enjoyed the day, despite her nervousness and benefited from the experience in terms of 
her confidence levels. 


