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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
RESULTS UK. We were funded by TFN at an event on the 17

th
 of May 2011. 

 
2. What does your organisation do?  
RESULTS works with the UK public to create the public and political will to end poverty. Practically, we 
educate, train, and inspire people across the country to become powerful advocates. These advocates 
are well-briefed on the most up-to-date policy and funding situation for international development, and 
make powerful requests of the MPs, MEPs, and of international organisations like the World Bank to 
better prioritise both policies and spending that will make a difference for the poorest people on the 
planet. We support and amplify that advocacy from our office, with staff advocating directly as well as 
coordinating with other organisations that work on the issues we care about. 
 
We work in four main areas: Tuberculosis control, vaccinations, financial services for the poor, and 
education for all. 
 
At the TFN even we highlighted our work on “Education For All” (EFA), with a particular focus on 
ensuring that disabled children in developing countries have an opportunity to go to school. 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
1986 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
We have added a person to the team who is focussing 50% of their time on our education work. This 
has allowed us to scale this work up, building on our previous work to have measurable success in 
influencing UK education policy. 
 
We have launched three grassroots actions on education for children with disabilities and one on 
general education since receiving the TFN grant. These were: 
 
General Education: August 2011 – 67 Million to Go http://www.results.org.uk/our-issues/basic-
education/67-million-go 
 
Inclusive Education: September 2011 – Opportunity for All http://www.results.org.uk/our-
issues/mdgs/opportunity-all  
 
Inclusive Education: February 2012 – Levelling the Playing Field http://www.results.org.uk/our-
issues/mdgs/leveling-playing-field  
 
Inclusive Education: March 2012 – Live Below the Line http://www.results.org.uk/our-issues/basic-
education/live-below-line  
 
The March 2012 action is also designed to increase the funding base of RESULTS, helping to make 
this work sustainable. 
 
As a result of this work, we know that our grassroots have generated letters to MPs, meetings with 
MPs, and media articles. These numbers are conservative, as often the grassroots take action without 
letting us know exactly what they have done. These numbers also do not yet include all of the 
February and March outcomes as we are still receiving feedback from those actions. 
 
Letters to MPs and Secretary of State written: 43 
Grassroots Meetings with MPs: 21 
Journalists Briefed: 4 
Media Articles generated: 4 
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The above numbers do not include all the staff-led advocacy and interactions with other development 
organisations, staff at the UK Department for International development, and Parliamentarians, which 
were numerous. 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
 
The UK Department for International Development (DFID) spends £700m each year on education in 
the developing world and has plans to increase this. Our best research indicates that only the tiniest 
fraction of this funding (perhaps as little as <1%) goes to providing education specifically for children 
with disabilities, which is deeply troubling as these children make up one third (22m) of all children out 
of school (67m) and are clearly the most vulnerable and marginalised. 
 
In part as a response to a report on disability and education that RESULTS produced in January 2010, 
DFID committed to produce a ‘Guidance Note’ for their country offices on how to implement inclusive 
education for disabled children. At our prompting, the new Coalition Government agreed to uphold this 
pledge made by the previous Government. The Guidance Note was duly launched in October 2010.  
 
While the publication of the guidance note was a very positive step forward for DFID, RESULTS and 
many other UK NGOs were concerned that the document itself is not very strong, and that therefore it 
is unlikely, on its own, to drive significant change in practices within DFID country offices – particularly 
as there are no plans to undertake additional dissemination work to ensure that the guidance is 
implemented. As a result, we decided to convene an informal working group of international 
development NGOs with a focus on inclusive education to try to push the Government to do more in 
order to meet the high-level commitments they had made to focus on this issue. It was at this time that 
we received TFN grant, providing valuable resources so we could continue this work.  
 
Following the receipt of the grant, RESULTS UK was able to go back to the  parliamentarians with 
whom we had worked previously and support them to raise our concerns about the Guidance Note. 
One of these Parliamentarians, Lord Low of Dalston, secured a meeting with Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for International Development Stephen O’Brien MP who has direct responsibility for 
DFID’s work on education. Lord Low requested a briefing from RESULTS before this meeting and also 
asked us to join him at the meeting. During the meeting Stephen O’Brien MP asked us to produce a 
short ‘checklist’ of simple steps that DFID country advisers could take to work towards inclusive 
education, which would be used to support country advisers in their use of the guidance note, and 
pledged to circulate this to country advisers. This document, which incorporated all the relevant 
recommendations made in our 2010 report, was produced by the informal working group of NGOs on 
inclusive education that we have convened, and was sent out to DFID Country Offices in June 2011 
for implementation. 
 
A follow-up meeting between the Under-Secretary of State, RESULTS, and 8 organisations involved in 
the informal working group (ADD International, CBM, DeafChild Worldwide, Handicap International, 
Leonard Cheshire Disability, RESULTS UK, Sightsavers, and Save the Children UK) was held in July 
2011. The Minister re-committed to implementing the steps recommended in the ‘checklist’ produced 
by the informal group. The fact that the Minister is personally committed to changing how DFID 
operates on this issue is a vital step towards ensuring that DFID support for education delivers for 
children with disabilities. This has been a critical victory as the tools needed to put DFID’s good policy 
environment into practice are now being prioritised thanks to our consistent advocacy efforts. 
 
The informal working group continues to operate, and through our partners with offices abroad we are 
monitoring the implementation of this new guidance, and are confident of our ability to feed this back 
to DFID and ensure it is being implemented. 
 
RESULTS has been keeping up the high-level political pressure on the Government to make progress 
on inclusive education, including through parliamentary events with the APPG on Global Education for 
All in November 2011 where the Chair of the International Development Select Committee (IDC), 
Malcolm Bruce MP, stated that he was supportive of the IDC holding an inquiry on education and 
disability. We also held an advocacy tour with a disabled teacher, Anne Wafula-Strike, who we 
featured in our TFN presentation, during which she met with Maria Miller MP, Minister for Disabled 
People who has responsility for monitoring the UK’s compliance with key UN Conventions that are 
legally binding on our work in International Development being inclusive of disabled persons. At that 
meeting Maria Miller committed to engaging with the issue of disability and development, and we 
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continue to work with her office. The commitments from Malcolm Bruce MP and Maria Miller MP are 
both vital steps towards ensuring the UK Government takes further action. 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
The majority of DFID’s bilateral country programs, of which there are 28, feature an education 
component. All of these programs should now be following the new guidance. DFID has committed, 
through its bilateral program, to support 11 million children to attend school - 9 million primary, and 2 
million secondary. 
 
This does not include the impacts DFID expects to get through its multilateral aid program, where 
£220m was given to the Global Partnership for Education in 2011, a key multilateral organisation that 
has powerful norm-setting power while funding countries’ education programmes. 
 
Exact numbers are difficult – if not impossible – to calculate given the nature of the change we have 
helped achieve, particularly as statistics on disabled children are poor to non-existent and the kind of 
change we are making can take considerable time to appear on the ground. 
 
However, we are confident that these policy and funding changes will affect the lives of tens of 
thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of disabled children out of the 22 million who are currently out 
of school.  
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
 
Our ongoing education work is tracked with a specific budget line that is consistently in deficit 
(negative) as resources specifically raised for this work are insufficient to cover the costs of doing it. 
 
Because RESULTS believes in the value of the work and is able to demonstrate such powerful impact, 
we have in the past chosen to fund this deficit from our core (unrestricted) income, which as TFN 
members know is the most valuable funding stream any charity has. The infusion of funding from TFN 
to our inclusive education work has lowered the burden on our core budget substantially and allowed 
our staff to get on with doing the work rather than worrying how the bills will be paid and holding other 
fundraising events. 
 
In this way it has not only fuelled the impressive results we have achieved in inclusive education, but 
also freed up valuable core income to allow us to advance the other issues that we work on. 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
We found TFN to be a very good funder, with an easy but challenging way of preparing our “ask” in a 
way that can be understood by a non-specialist audience in just a few minutes. The power of 
advocacy is often misunderstood, and we were pleased that TFN audience was mature enough to 
engage with RESULTS work and fund it to a meaningful and impactful level. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


