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Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
Reprieve. Funded on 5th October 2009. 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
Reprieve uses the law to enforce the human rights of prisoners, from death row 
to Guantánamo Bay. We investigate, we litigate and we educate, working on the frontline, 
providing legal support to prisoners unable to pay for it themselves. We promote the rule of 
law around the world, and secure each person’s right to a fair trial. And in doing so, we save 
lives. These objectives have remained steadfast since receiving TFN funding. 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
Reprieve was established in 1999, by Clive Stafford Smith. 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed? Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, 
geographical scope.  
 
Our annual turnover has increased from 1.2 million to 1.5 million. 
 
We have acted for 66 Guantánamo prisoners, including Binyam Mohamed, who are now free 
and currently act for a further 22. We are rapidly expanding the number of prisoners we 
represent in secret prisons – we have two new clients in Bagram airbase and one in Yemen. 
Additionally, our ‘Life after Guantánamo’ programme, established within the last year, means 
that the longevity of our work with clients has increased, as we support them in their new 
lives post Guantánamo. 
 
We have also greatly expanded our death penalty team in the last year and with that, 
increased the number of death penalty clients we assist. In 2009 we had 22 death penalty 
clients and we currently represent over 40. Two of our clients – Samantha Orabator and 
Shabbir Zaib – were released in the last year.  
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has 
had?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did 
TFN fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded 
project?  
 
We received £2,213.26 to be spent on costs associated with our Secret Prisons investigator. 
 
This year, we have focussed on secret prisons located in Europe, the Horn of Africa, 
Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as investigating UK and European complicity in the torture and 
rendition of prisoners to these secret locations.  
 
Our work on suing the British government for information relating to its part in the ‘War on 
Terror’ has been a very effective way of finding this information – the US Courts simply plead 
national security. This year we have brought litigation in the UK Courts to expose 
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government and corporate complicity in rendition and torture – based on facts uncovered by 
our investigations.  In addition, we are working on factual submissions for the pending UK 
torture inquiry.  We have also developed the facts in a new case against a UK company, 
alleging complicity in rendition flights.  This will be an important case dealing with corporate 
accountability for torture.  
 
We have also been conducting investigations into European complicity in torture. We have 
worked on the cases of two prisoners who were tortured in European CIA prisons – Abu 
Zubaydah and Abu Faraj al-Libbi.  We are working with partners to uncover key facts for 
“accountability” cases in Poland, Lithuania and Spain.  We now have confirmation that the 
Lithuanian prosecutor will investigate our claims that Abu Zubaydah was held in CIA 
detention in Lithuania, and are ready to file suit in Poland, and at the European Court of 
Human Rights.   We have also recently uncovered evidence showing that a CIA rendition 
flight refuelled in Spain whilst flying from Guantánamo to a secret prison in Morocco and are 
preparing a submission to a Spanish investigating judge on the issue.  
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN 
funded project/work and by how much? 
 
It is hard to provide exact figures as our investigation work is often focussed on uncovering 
government complicity in torture practices and locations. However, our Guantánamo clients 
have benefited enormously, as the investigation provides key information in support of their 
claims - identifying links between rendition flights, secret prisons and prisoners.  
 
In addition, as mentioned in question 5, our investigations have been vital in uncovering 
information which we can use to fight for the release of secret prisoners.  Among many other 
cases, this year we brought a case in Pakistan on behalf of seven men being held in Bagram 
Airbase, Afghanistan; sued the British Government on behalf of two men rendered via the 
British territory of Diego Garcia; and have begun to take legal action in Lithuania and Poland. 
 
Our work also helps all those who may be subject to rendition and illegal detention in the 
future, as we continue to expose UK and US government complicity in these actions, making 
their involvement increasingly damaging. 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If 
yes, in what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, 
contracts, trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
It is vital for Reprieve to be able to diversify our fundraising income with donations from 
individual supporters, as much of our income is currently from large trusts and foundations. 
We have garnered several important relationships with TFN donors and contacts in the year 
since the event. A key development here is our work with Buzzbank to create a crowd 
fundraising platform for Reprieve’s Director, Clive Stafford Smith.  
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
We are enormously grateful for the support we receive from TFN – both as an organisation, 
and from the individual TFN donors, many of whom have become long term Reprieve 
supporters. 


