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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
 
Renaissance Foundation received funding from TFN on the evening of the 24

th
 January 2012 

 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
In 2006, Sat Singh set up the Renaissance Foundation at the age of 19. Driven by his own past 
experiences and after overcoming personal challenges of his own, he sought to change the lives of 
young people from social and economic deprivation in East London. Since then, the Foundation has 
promoted the aspirational and motivational needs of young people who face significant personal 
hardships and environmental difficulties. Our target group are disengaged young people aged 
between 11 and 25 years of age, living in East London who fall within the following three risk areas: 
Schools (including Hospital Schools), Young Carers and NEETs (Not in Education, Employment or 
Training). Our flagship i-Can Do It programme aims to foster renewed hope and a ‘can-do’ attitude 
among people who have already entered the cycle of abuse, crime and/ or inactivity. Each of the three 
i-Can Do It chapters (Starting Out/Overcoming Difficulties/You Can Do It) consist of a two hour 
workshop driven by the i-Can Do It workshop DVDs, led by RF staff and supported by RF’s business 
volunteers. The i-Can Do It DVDs, produced in-house by RF trading-arm Raindrop, provide a 
catalogue of specific and unique role model stories from renowned individuals such as Lewis 
Hamilton, James Caan, Nick Clegg and other leaders of their field. This role model based workshop 
inspires the young people to work on a Personal Development Plan (PDP) encouraging each 
participant to actively articulate a route towards their life ambitions.  
The i-Can Do It core programme is now followed by a fourth chapter – i-Can Do It Live. This provides 
bespoke and rare opportunities for the young people to visit inspirational venues and meet role models 
at their place of work who continue teaching the i-Can Do It message as guest speakers.  

 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
March 2006 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed? 
Has your annual turnover changed? 
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed? 
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope. 
  
Receiving the funding from TFN contributed to enable Renaissance Foundation to implement the i-
Tower programme, a project in collaboration with the Tower of London which consisted of 
Renaissance Foundation’s i- Can Do It programme and designing an app about the Tower in order to 
engage more local youth with their cultural heritage. 
The organisation changed in regards of adding another successful project in collaboration with a high 
profile partner to their working history. 
  
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had? 
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did TFN 
fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project? 
  
The project engaged around 12 Young Carers and around 12 students from the People’s Referral Unit 
(PRU) from Tower Hamlets. All young people participating in the project and the design of the 
appenjoyed being part of it and would like to come to future projects. The majority gained self-
confidence and lost shyness to speak in front of the group and to the staff volunteers. They became 
clearer about their personal short medium and long term goals and how to achieve them. Some stated 
that they changed their perception of the Tower of London in a positive way, or considered a career in 
app development. For some of them a regular attendance proved already to be an achievement. One 
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participant gained work placement experience through RF and another one showed interest and will 
do work placement experience at our office soon. TFN covered around 10% of the total project costs. 
  
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
  
The funding from TFN contributed to engage 24 young people from challenging backgrounds in East 
London in a total 20 workshop sessions at the Tower of London within which participants conducted 
the i- Can Do It programme and designed an educational game application for iPhone about historical 
events and the different area with the Tower of London. 
  
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not? 
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
  
Receiving the funding from TFN made a positive difference in the achieving the success of i- Tower 
project. The financial contribution enabled us to purchase the equipment at the beginning of the 
project and acted as the critical startup cost buffer that we need to get through the first few weeks of 
the delivering the workshop sessions. 
  
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding? 
  
In addition to being critical startup cost buffer the support from TFN signalled a confidence vote in the 
idea, which encouraged other funders and partners to commit to the project.  Thank you very much for 
your continuous support. 
  
  
9. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project. 
 
 


