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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 

Just for Kids Law. 17th May 2012 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  

Our aims and objectives have not changed. 
 

Just for Kids Law (www.justforkidslaw.org) is a charity providing advocacy, support and assistance to 
young people in difficulty; particularly those in trouble with the law, looked after children and those 
at risk of exclusion from school. We combine quality legal representation with tailored, personal 
support. We support young people through all their difficulties, to tackle the problems they face and 
help them in their efforts to lead positive and fulfilling lives. 
 
At Just for Kids Law our mission is to enable all children and young people to reach their potential.   
This is achieved by: 

 independent youth advocacy for children and young people on a ‘needs-led’ basis to help 
represent and support their wishes and to provide access to positive activities; 

 legal representation in education and community care cases to ensure children receive 
education, housing, social services support and any other support to which they are legally 
entitled;  

 specialist legal representation to children caught up in the criminal justice system; 

 strategic litigation where we challenge the current youth justice system by undertaking 
cases that have  wide-reaching impact for all young people; 

 a Youth Opportunities Project and a Mentoring Project to support young people into 
education, employment or training; 

 policy work where we advise policy groups, think-tanks and government departments as well 
as drafting and responding to existing reports; 

 unique training courses using our young clients as trainers.  In an independent analysis of 
our training of experienced lawyers, 91% said they would change their way of representing 
children as a result of attending.  

 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
2006 
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  

Our turn over for the last year has increased to £210,285 as we have opened a second office in the 
last 12 months.   
 
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  

Yes we saw a third more clients over the last year. 
 
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope.  

We have increased our geographical presence by opening a second office. We have also established a 
new Opportunity Project and a youth participation group. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.justforkidslaw.org/
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5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  

The financial support received through the support of the Funding Network was the first step in 
expanding our Education and Community Care Programme into our newly established North London 
office. The funding network has been put towards the costs of this new position and has paid for day 
a week of this position.  
 

The project is continuously monitored through our internal processes including quarterly reporting to 
our board on a project by project basis, evaluation of our services by our clients, recoding of key 
performance indicators and outcomes through our management information system and monthly 
formal supervision of staff. From this we know that we have had lots of positive outcomes. Highlights 
include overturning an exclusion from school of a child in care, successfully challenging the unlawful 
exclusion from school of a girl who had not been in education for 10 months, and securing 
accommodation and support from social services for 10 of our clients.  
 
Client evaluation included: 

 
 
 

Case study 
Simon is 13 years old and he is in care. About 10 months ago, he got into some trouble at school and 
started to become involved in gangs, so the school sent him to a specialist centre to work on 
improving his behaviour. He worked really hard and his behaviour improved so much that he was 
ready to go back to the school. But the school decided that they would not have him back and 
permanently excluded him, even though he was doing much better. We have managed to help Simon 
get the permanent exclusion removed from his record and back into school, where he is now doing 
well.  
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 

Since the grant was awarded we have supported 73 young people with their educational needs and 
88 in community care. 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 

 The specialist knowledge that we are able to offer as a charity and as a project is gaining 
notoriety and we are regularly contacted by a wide range of professionals for advice about 
specific issues and legal knowledge. These professionals include: teachers and support 
workers at schools and colleges; keyworkers at accommodation placements; other charities 
(Voice, Kids Company); Independent Reviewing Officers who oversee the needs of Children in 
Care; Youth Offending Team workers and other solicitors.  
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 We have formed strong relationships in the local community with a local accommodation 
provider (Westbourne House) and provided them with specialist training, which has resulted 
in increased referrals from them. 

 We have also formed a good working relationship with a local pupil referral unit, QK Aspire, 
that works with children who have been excluded from school and often have other complex 
needs.  

 We have trained the pro bono team of the law firm Hogan Lovells on how to run Special 
Educational Needs cases and they are now keen to take on cases where we do not have 
capacity to.  

 We are supporters of the Every Child in Need Campaign and our Education & Community 
Care Solicitor is a campaign coordinator. This campaign is against the Government’s 
proposed changes to social care legislation which will seriously impact on our clients  

 We’ve been interviewed by specialist journals in the field of social care: Community Care 
Magazine, Legal Voice and Children and Young People Now to provide relevant comments on 
current legal issues.  

 We ran a seminar at the Annual Housing Law Practitioner’s Group Conference  

 We have set up a partnership with University College London, and we currently have 8 
students on placement volunteering with us and assisting with casework and policy research.  
 

8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 

 
9. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project.  

Links to external articles and publications are embedded in answer 7. 
 
Picture of one of our clients supported by the Education Project and our specialist solicitor at 
a presentation about education held at UCL. 

 

http://www.everychildinneed.org.uk/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/02/08/2012/118421/does-scrapping-child-assessment-timescales-put-children-at-risk.htm
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/02/08/2012/118421/does-scrapping-child-assessment-timescales-put-children-at-risk.htm
http://legalvoice.org.uk/topstories/sofa-surfing-young-people-and-homelessness/
http://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/1074715/kent-council-plan-detain-unaccompanied-children-branded-illegal-immoral
http://www.hlpa.org.uk/cms/2012/09/the-housing-law-conference-2012/

