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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
Carbon Retirement 
March 2010 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
Carbon Retirement was founded in July 2008 to make a difference in the carbon offsetting market. Our 
aims are to provide a reliable and transparent way for people and organisations to take responsibility 
for their unavoidable emissions, and to educate the public about emissions trading. 
 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
July 2008 
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed?  
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, 
geographical scope.  
 

 Our annual turnover has increased considerably: from £16,247 in 2009-10 (the year we were 
funded) to around £130,200 in 2010-11.The 2010-11 figure is an estimate based on the year 
to date, as our financial year finishes at the end of Feb 2011 so we haven’t finished the year or 
finalised the accounts yet. 

 We have got one additional large client and a number of small ones, including the UK 
Committee on Climate Change (which is great for our brand as they are the UK’s top climate 
change scientists and are saying our approach to offsetting is the most effective). 

 The number of individuals signed up to our newsletter has increased from 650 to 862. 

 We have recruited our first full time employee. 

 We have received 2 additional awards: Smarta ‘top 5 small businesses for ethics’ and Real 
Business listed Jane in their ‘30 entrepreneurs under 30 - future FTSE100 leaders’ list. 

 We have received press coverage for our latest campaign 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/feb/10/uk-1bn-carbon-permit-auctions, additional 
coverage for the business (including in Environmental Finance, Ethical Corporation, Business 
Green and Greenwise) and have succeeded in getting a question on our current campaign 
asked in a current Government consultation. Our research on the inefficiency of project-
offsetting is still being used by NGOs in lobbying activity internationally. 

 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did 
TFN fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded 
project?  
 
The TFN funding meant that Dan and I could focus more of our time on Carbon Retirement and less 
on working part-time to pay for costs. TFN funded just under 50% of costs for the year 2010-11. It also 
led to additional funding from one of the people who funded us through TFN originally. Evidence of the 
success of the project is listed above. 
 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/feb/10/uk-1bn-carbon-permit-auctions
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The TFN funding enabled us to survive for a bit longer and put more time into the project.  It’s hard to 
say how much of the successes above can be attributed to TFN funding but we certainly wouldn’t 
have achieved half as much without it! 

 212 extra sign ups to the newsletter 

 The increase in turnover was primarily due to a large client we had sourced before we 
presented to TFN, however the lead time for getting new clients is long so it may be that we 
secure additional large clients now that are as a result of marketing activity in 2010-11. 

 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, 
contracts, trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
Yes, hugely, see above. 
The knock-on effects were the additional funding from someone who funded us through TFN at that 
event, plus contacts with Fair Pensions who were also presenting and who have recommended us to 
organisations in their sector since the event. 
 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
Just to say thanks a lot for the support! 


