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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 
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website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:The Primary Shakespeare Company. 

January 21
st
 2015 

 
 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
We were aware that the boost in attainment that often follows participation in our annual project 
was being seen in only about 60% of the schools with which we work. In the other 40%, anecdotal 
reports from class teachers indicated that they were struggling to include some of the most key 
aspects of the programme – the classroom based activities which use the drama sessions as a 
stimulus for writing and other curriculum work. Planning decisions of this type are typically made by 
Leadership teams – and so, we applied for funds to create a film which would document the impact 
of our work on one of our participating schools which we could then use as a tool to persuade Heads 
and Senior Leadership in other schools to implement our model of learning more fully.  
 

3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  
The film is complete, makes a compelling case for the work of The Primary Shakespeare 
Company, and we are delighted with the results.  The effects of the film -  in effect, the second 
half of the project – cannot be measured until the end of this academic year.  

 
 

4. If you were not able, please explain what happened and why? 
As stated above, the film is designed to have a specific effect on the Senior Leadership of our 
participating schools, persuading them to integrate what we do with their overall planning for the 
Summer Term. Until we have reached the end of that Term, and assessed the data, project 
evaluations and feedback from participants, it is not possible to state whether we have fully achieved 
what we set out to do.  
 

5. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  
See previous answer 
 

6. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  
new subscribers to your mailing list: Yes.  
new volunteers to your organisation 
further funding from individual donors 
further funding from institutional funders 
an introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or other 
organisation) 
other benefit (please describe) 

 
7. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 

project/work and by how much? 
The screening event that we are holding on January 21st will be attended by the Senior 
Leadership of 40 schools from 9 London Boroughs.  This will directly impact over 1200 Primary 
school children, potentially helping to raise their achievement and attainment. After this, the film 
will be available to view online. Our patrons, Billie Piper and Hugh Bonneville  will help to 
publicise this and have, between them, over half a million Twitter followers (and many more fans 
all over the world), giving the film a huge potential audience.  
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8. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  
Not yet – but we will update this in 6 months time 

 
 

9. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 
our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

In the months following our presentation at TFN we were able to make a third application to 
John Lyon’s Charity, who have made a further award of three years funding at a significantly 
increased level. The funding from TFN was noted in our application and helped enable us to 
make a favourable case to JLC.  
This increased funding has had a significant impact. Neil (our programme director) and I are, for 
the first time, able to dedicate two days a week to the project. Not only this, but we have also 
been able to hire a small office space.  
The impact of these two changes cannot be overstated. As a consequence, we have been able to 
do a great deal more – beginning several new initiatives: training for class teachers in how to use 
drama to deliver the curriculum, a new film project in Lambeth, recruitment and  training for 
young theatre practitioners and more besides.  

 
 

10. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
Both Neil and I were really struck by the experience. We found the evening itself very moving – 
not only hearing about the wonderful work that other people are doing, but seeing the 
willingness of individuals to help and support these projects. It made me feel much more positive 
about us humans and capacity to do good! 

 
 

11. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project. 
The final cut of the film will be complete on Monday, and I will send a link to it then.  

 


