
 

The Giving Circle – March 2012 
 

Kent Refugee Help (KRH) 

Working with migrants who are/ have been held indefinitely in Dover 

Immigration Removal Centre 

Awarded:   £4,162.97 

 

 

Project Presented: 

To assist in the release of those detained indefinitely at Dover Immigration Removal Centre and 

where appropriate, continue support after their release. They did this by using their donation to pay 

for an increase in working hours (from part to full time), thereby increasing the caseload and 

number of referrals that could be assisted. 

 

What problems did the project address? 

The key problem addressed by this project was the indefinite detention of individuals in Dover’s 

Immigration Removal Centre. Ostensibly the purpose of detention is removal or deportation 

however many men, especially foreign nationals, cannot be returned as their embassies refuse to 

issue travel documents and are therefore stuck where they are, locked in an administrative limbo. 

The interminable wait impacts negatively on mental and physical health, especially for those who 

have fled political unrest, suffered torture or have otherwise been subjected to inhuman treatment 

in their country of origin. 

 

During the year ending April 2010 the average length of stay per detainee in Dover was 136 days. 

Key Government figures (Hansard Feb 2010) estimates the cost of one bed space in an Immigration 

Removal Centre at £120 a day.  Both the human and financial cost are unsustainable, especially at a 

time of austerity when jobs, benefits and other essential services are being cut.  

 

How has the funding received benefitted Kent Refugee Help and the wider community? 

The money received from The Giving Circle was used to pay the salary of an employee of Kent 

Refugee Help. This meant that, instead of working for their regular hours and then continuing with 

further unpaid voluntary work, this employee increased their hours from part time to full time.  

 

What were the actual outcomes/benefits for the service users? 

Between April 2012 and March 2013 a total of 98 individuals were referred to KRH, 38 of which were 

released from the Dover Immigration Removal Centre (or DIRC). Of these, 15 were released with 

surety and 20 without. A further 3 detainees were released through voluntary return and 2 were 

granted leave to remain. None of this would have been possible without the money awarded to Kent 

Refugee Help from the Giving Circle. 

 

Did receiving the money from the giving Circle make a positive impact to Kent Refugee Help?  

The funding allowed Kent Refugee Help to provide an increased number of casework hours. This, in 

turn, meant that they were able to take on a greater number of cases, and have a more positive 

affect on the outcomes for a larger number of service users. 

 



Other comments regarding the Giving Circle event/funding: 

Kent Refugee Help said the event was a sharp learning curve for them. Initially it felt overwhelming, 

as they had never participated in something similar. On the evening, they particularly enjoyed 

hearing from and meeting the other ‘competitors’ and appreciating the range of voluntary activity 

across Kent. 

 

A note of thanks to the various donors of the grant: 

 

“A big thank you to the generous donors – of course we don’t know who you are, 

but without your help we would not have been able to accomplish the work 

outlined earlier. We hope the anecdotal evidence speaks sufficiently of the impact 

we have been able to achieve.” 

 

 

 “When I was detained my life was shattered. I had problems with my girlfriend and the remaining 

family in the UK stayed away from me. They helped me get support from my depression and post-

traumatic stress I suffered from due to a long period in detention. KRH are a small group of lovely 

people doing an incredibly massive job.” 

 

“It felt that I had my life back, I got my freedom. Every day I prayed that it was going to happen 

and nothing happened then out of nowhere somehow I was taken out of that place. When I left 

those gates at Dover I just screamed with relief. I was so happy at having a chance to get my life 

back, and finally being trusted and believed by someone.” 

 

- Two ex-detainees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


