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Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
 
Homeshare International, funded by TFN in 2010 following a pitch on 15

th
 March of that year. 

 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
‘Homeshare’ is the exchange of housing for help; its aim is to bring about a match between a 
householder – usually an older person – who is lonely and needs a bit of help with someone, often a 
student, who is looking for inexpensive accommodation and is willing to provide some help in the 
house.  Homeshare recognises that each person in such instances has something to offer and 
something to receive.  Homeshare International promotes the concept of Homeshare worldwide, 
advising organisations and individuals who are interested in starting a programme, and acts as an 
umbrella organisation in networking Homeshare programmes worldwide with a view to them learning 
from one another.  Our organisation’s aims have not changed since receiving TFN funding. 
 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
1999 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed?  
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope.  
 
Our annual turnover has not really changed, although we have been able to reach a wider number of 
beneficiaries as a result of the funding.  Our July 2011 World Congress in Cologne was greatly aided 
by the funding, made evident by the fact that we were able to provide a bursary for representatives 
and delegates coming to the congress.  Indeed, the fact that new Homeshare programmes in more 
than one country have been developed as a result of the congress and the information it provided is 
testimony to the changes that the funding has facilitated and the impact it has had.  Furthermore, the 
framework for a new-and-improved website, the development of a new business plan and the 
publication of two editions of our annual newsletter are projects which have been much helped by the 
receipt of the TFN funding.  Also the development, establishing and launch of our new Homeshare 
Network in 2011 was a result of the spending of the fund on the World Congress 2011. 
 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did TFN 
fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project?  
 
Our pitch to TFN included information detailing that any money received by TFN would go towards the 
production and publication of a D.I.Y Homeshare guide so that prospective homesharers and 
householders, not living within range of a structured programme, could go about setting up a suitable 
‘match’ without the support of a programme.  However, the funding received was insufficient to 
commission the writing, design and publication of such a manual and we regret that we were unable to 
achieve this specific aim.  However, the way in which the money was put to use (detailed in our 
answer to question 4) is proof that the funding was sufficient to improve our organisation substantially 
and the knock-on effect of the spending on the congress and other activities inspired the formation of 
approximately 8 new Homeshare projects worldwide. 
 
Evidence of these developments are detailed in our 2011 newsletter – which is now in its final editing 
phase – please find the latest draft of this publication attached to this form. 
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6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
Immediately, the core of the organisation has been reached by the funding.  However, the way the 
grant was spent has reached far wider in the development of new programmes and by the 
enhancement of the information we have been able to provide; we have every confidence that this 
pattern will continue and reach more and more people.  We estimate that for every new programme, 
up to 100 elderly people are reached by the organisation within 2 years of its establishment in any 
given place. It is impossible to give an accurate estimate as to how many people have been reached 
by the TFN funded project. 
 
 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
The money received from TFN certainly did make a positive difference to Homeshare International; it 
has been spent in the development of several new projects which have been detailed above and has 
allowed us to improve our operation from the core with the improvement of our information services; 
the framework for a new website being a prime example of this. 
 
 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding? 
 
Simply that we were very grateful to have received the funding and that while we regret that it was not 
spent as we initially hoped at the time of our pitch, we are pleased with the positive impact that the 
grant has had for our organisation. 

 


