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Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
The Camden Future First Network Ltd (known as Future First). Attended TFN event at Coutts Bank 5

th
 

May 2010. 
 
NB, our charity name at the time of receiving TFN funding was the La Swap Network (known as 
Future First). In autumn 2010, following legal advice from Reed Smith, we incorporated as a charity 
limited by guarantee, and in the process changed our charity name to the Camden Future First 
Network Ltd (known as Future First). 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
To act as a resource for young people up to the age of 26 living in Camden by providing advice and 
assistance and organising programmes of educational and other activities as a means of: 
a) advancing in life and helping young people by developing their skills, capabilities and capacities to 
enable them to participate in society as independent, mature and responsible individuals; 
b) advancing education; 
c) relieving unemployment. 
 
Future First does this specifically by revolutionising careers advice in state schools by building 
networks of former students to advise, inform and inspire current pupils about their futures. 
 
Our aims and objectives have not changed since we received TFN funding. 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
It was established in autumn 2008 and registered as a charity in March 2009.  
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Since we received TFN funding, the Camden Future First Network Ltd has: 

 Expanded to work with another school in Camden: Hampstead School; 

 Increased our network of volunteers in Camden by 60, so we now have 150 engaged and 
trained volunteers going back into their old schools; 

 Extended our curriculum of events so we now work with young people aged 13 and over; 

 These combined factors mean that this academic year (since September 2010) we have 
already worked with over 2000 young people, giving them informal, real life information advice 
and guidance and relatable role models. We aim to reach another 1000 by the end of the 
academic year. 

 
Thanks to our grant from TFN, we were also able to invest in a new website for our schools in 
Camden. This site allows pupils to map their skills and interests and be connected to school alumni 
now in careers who share their interests and skills: a new and innovative way of receiving careers 
education. 
 
The Camden Future First Network’s turnover has remained fairly stable, increasing by £10,000. We 
have recently won a £40,000 grant to cover us for the next two years from the Esmee Fairbairn 
Foundation. We attribute this grant largely to the healthy state of our accounts, which was thanks to 
the funding we received from TFN in 2010. Thanks to these combined grants, we are now seeking to 
increase our staff from part to full time. 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
At the end of each academic year (in August) Future First puts together an annual evaluation report on 
our work. Please email for our report for 2009-2010 which covers the first three months of the TFN 
grant that we received. In August 2011 we will produce a second report. 
 
In terms of a short term response to your question, the grant from TFN allowed us to expand into a 
new school and expand our work in the schools where we currently operated. TFN actually funding 
75% of our work in three schools: Hampstead School, William Ellis School and La Sainte Union 
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School. As stated above, we will fully review our work in these schools at the end of the academic 
year, but until then we carry out feedback from all the pupils at the end of every session that we 
deliver.  
 
At our most recent event at an FF school: 

 75% of pupils rated our session better or much better than the normal careers events they 
receive in school. 

 55% thought it was good or very good at increasing their confidence, 72% thought it was good 
or very good at increasing their employability. No pupils rated the session poor in terms of 
these factors. 

 
At our most recent industry day (taking Future First pupils into a company): 

 80% of pupils taking part thought the day improved their confidence; 

 80% of pupils thought the day was good or very good in terms of educating them about their 
career options; 

 None of the pupils taking part had ever had any work experience before, meaning all of their 
employability was improved. 

 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
The funding received from TFN part funded our work in three Camden schools. This means 
approximately 1000 young people were reached who we may not have been able to work with were it 
not for TFN. 
 
These young people have: 

 Attended Future First in-school alumni events (assemblies and workshops) that have provided 
them with careers education from relatable role models; 

 Attended Future First in-school CV and interview workshops that have developed life skills 
and employability; 

 Taken part in Future First industry days at our corporate partners such as Taylor Wessing, 
PwC and Finers Stephens Innocent LLP, providing insights into careers and opening networks 
of contacts for young people; 

 Used the new Future First schools’ websites to find out more about how their skills and 
interests could connect them to careers in futures. 

 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Yes, it has provided us with leverage when applying to other trusts and foundations, including Future 
and the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation. We have also kept in contact with many people from the TFN 
event in May 2010 who continue to advise and support our work. Finally, we have made links with new 
potential corporate partners thanks to members of the audience at the Coutts bank TFN event, which 
has been very helpful! 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
Thank you!! 

 


