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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 

 

Fair Trials International (FTI). We received a grant of £7116.47 towards our ‘Justice in Europe’ project, 

following The Funding Network’s December 2009 event.  

 

2. What does your organisation do?  

i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  

 

Fair Trials International (“FTI”) is a UK registered charity (no. 1134586) helping people facing criminal 

charges far from home to uphold their right to a fair trial. Each year, FTI helps around 500 people 

facing criminal charges far from home, many of whom do not speak the language and have no idea of 

the local legal system. As well as the unique support we provide to individuals, FTI’s uses its extensive 

casework experience (in particular the human stories of our clients) to make a compelling public and 

political case for legal reform 

 

FTI’s ‘Justice in Europe’ campaign, launched in October 2009, aims to protect and promote the 

fundamental rights of people facing criminal charges in the EU. In particular, the project aims to raise 

awareness of serious problems with Europe’s fast-track system of extradition, the European Arrest 

Warrant (EAW), by raising the profile of FTI’s clients who have had their lives turned upside down by 

the EAW scheme. These include Deborah Dark, who told her personal story at TFN’s December 2009 

event. 

 

3. When was your organisation first established? 

 

FTI was established in 1992, and became a registered charity in 2000 (since FTI’s incorporation in 

2010, No 1134586 and, before that, No 1079079). For the last eighteen years, we have worked for fair 

trial rights according to internationally recognised standards of justice and defended the rights of 

people facing criminal charges far from home. 

 

4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  

 

The ultimate aim of FTI’s campaign is to build a fairer system of extradition within Europe. We aim to 

achieve this through a combination of awareness-raising and political lobbying. 

With funding from TFN, FTI has been able to: 

 Highlight the unique human stories of some of our clients who have had their lives turned 

upside down by the EAW scheme, including the cases of Edmond Arapi, Deborah Dark, Garry 

Mann and Andrew Symeou. All these cases have achieved significant media coverage, 

including articles in the Guardian, the Telegraph and the Times; 

 Reach over 28,000 people (including 80% of serving volunteer magistrates in the UK, as well 

as justices’ clerks, liaison judges and solicitors) through a targeted insert in the membership 

magazine of The Magistrates’ Association, raising awareness of the issues with the EAW 

scheme; 

 Attend a number of experts’ forums in Brussels at which the European Commission received 
evidence and recommendations from us, both orally and in writing, on key justice issues 
including the question of proportionality in the use of EAWs and the need for improved basic 
defence rights to prevent injustice; 
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 Produce detailed policy submissions on the EAW, drawing the unique evidence of our 
individual cases.  We have used these submissions to lobby relevant EU and UK institutions 
and have worked closely with contacts at the European Commission and MEPs active in the 
area of defence rights; and 
 

 Prepare Freedom of Information Act requests to UK authorities seeking statistical information 
to support our campaign for EAW reform. We anticipate the information received will show 
unnecessary costs are being incurred due to inappropriate use of this system; and 
 

 Produce a dedicated advice and information leaflet on the European Arrest Warrant. The 

leaflet draws on our unique casework experience in order to give straightforward practical 

answers to the questions we are most frequently asked. This enables our legal casework team 

to provide advice and information to vulnerable people who have been served with an Arrest 

Warrant.  

 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  

 

Our work to raise the profile of individual cases has been very effective in gathering public and political 

support towards the need to reform the EAW system. For example, in September 2010, Nick de Bois 

MP raised the case of Andrew Symeou (extradited to Greece to face criminal charges based on 

statements obtained by Greek police following the brutal mistreatment of witnesses) at Prime 

Minister’s Questions. Following the question, the Deputy Prime Minister agreed to meet with the 

Symeou family to hear more about Andrew’s case and the issues surrounding the EAW; 

 

In June 2010, we were delighted when we were able to persuade the French authorities to drop their 

Arrest Warrant against Deborah Dark, a longstanding client of ours, leaving her free to leave the UK 

without fear of being arrested. Deborah had previously spoken at TFN’s December event about how 

her life had been turned upside down after she was pursued by French authorities to serve a prison 

sentence following a twenty-year old conviction she knew nothing about; 

 

Following our policy submission and extensive lobbying, FTI was informed by Theresa May MP in May 

2010 that a thorough review of the UK’s extradition arrangements would take place. This review was 

formally announced in August 2010. We will make our recommendations on this later in the year, after 

consulting closely with the many expert practitioners whom we know in the UK and across Europe; 

 

FTI has worked closely with MEPs who sit on the EU’s Civil Liberties Committee (LIBE) in connection 

with debates on criminal justice issues, including defence rights, the EAW and changes to evidence-

gathering powers.  Some of these MEPs have campaigned actively on these areas and expressly 

referred to FTI’s cases in their speeches in the European Parliament and press releases; and 

 

Due to our increased public and political profile, FTI has experienced an increase in the number of 

people contacting us for assistance. In the last year, FTI provided unique advice and assistance to 

around 250 people, like Deborah Dark and Andrew Symeou, facing criminal charges in another 

European Union Member State.   

 

 

6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 

project/work and by how much? 

 

FTI’s individual cases have attracted widespread media coverage, in both the broadcast and print 

media. This has included articles in the Guardian, the Telegraph and the Times, as well as specialist 

legal publications. In September 2009, BBC’s The One Show – which attracts an average of 5 million 

viewers – covered the case of Andrew Symeou. The report contained an interview with Andrew 

himself, as well as Jago Russell, FTI’s Chief Executive; 
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A targeted insert in the membership magazine of the Magistrates Association, raising awareness of 

the issues with the Arrest Warrant scheme and FTI’s “Justice in Europe” campaign, has reached 

around 28,000 people. This has resulted in a number of new supporters for FTI’s campaign. The 

membership of the magazine currently includes 80% of serving volunteer magistrates in the UK, as 

well as justices’ clerks, liaison judges and solicitors; 

 

Our dedicated submissions on the EAW, drawing the unique evidence of our individual cases, have 

reached dozens of policy makers, both in the UK and within the European Union; 

 

FTI has continued to promote and publicise our campaign through a dedicated website – 

www.justiceineurope.net – and through our regular communications: our Annual Review and our 

monthly e-newsletters. Our most recent Annual Review, containing detailed case studies of Andrew 

Symeou, Deborah Dark and Garry Mann, was sent to around 1000 of our contacts, including legal 

practitioners, policy makers and journalists.  

 

7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 

what way? If no, please specify why not?  

 

As a result of our growing policy profile in key criminal justice and human rights debates, due largely to 

our campaign, several high-ranking figures in the political and the legal establishments have 

expressed the wish to work with us.  Two former Lord Chancellors (Lord Falconer of Thoroton and 

Lord Mackay of Clashfern) have, for example, recently become Patrons of FTI; 

 

Through this campaign, FTI has learned that media interest in our work and the human stories of 

those affected by EU criminal justice measures such as the EAW is substantial and we need to exploit 

it fully. In October 2010, we began a major new project (part-funded by a European Commission 

Action Grant) which will build on the success of this project, using FTI’s case studies as compelling 

human evidence of the need for European initiatives to improve the protection of defence rights. Our 

success in attracting this funding demonstrates how valuable the Commission finds our case-based 

policy submissions; 

 

TFN’s grant has enabled us to build a firm foundation for our future policy work and helped us attract 

further funding for the ‘Justice in Europe’ campaign, including from the European Commission (see 

above), the Sigrid Rausing Trust and the Clifford Chance Foundation; 

 

 

8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

 
FTI is happy to provide any supplementary information which TFN might find useful. Requests should 

be made to Jago Russell, FTI's Chief Executive, either by telephone (020 7762 6400), e-mail 

(jago.russell@fairtrials.net) or in writing (Fair Trials International, 59 Carter Lane, London, EC4V 5AQ) 

http://www.justiceineurope.net/

