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Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
 
The Free West Papua Campaign. 
We received funding from TFN in the summer of 2011. 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
 
The aims and objectives of the campaign have not changed and remain to campaign for freedom and 
justice in West Papua. The long term goal is to get the UN to acknowledge that the people of West 
Papua have been denied their right to become an independent nation and as a result have suffered 
gravely at the hands of a brutal Indonesian occupation. We pursue this objective by gaining 
widespread international support from parliamentarians, lawyers, international organisations, 
campaigners and the general public, by bringing their attention to the serious human rights abuses 
and ecological destruction that are daily occurences in West Papua. 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
The Free West Papua Campaign was set up in 2004. 
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
 
Since receiving TFN funding the annual turnover has more than tripled. The campaign has reached 
many more people across the globe and made significant steps forward. Benny Wenda, who is the 
head of the campaign has continuously travelled around the UK and Europe giving talks and playing 
concerts, highlights include talks and meetings at Westminster, the Scottish Parliament, the Oslo 
Freedom Forum, launching the International Parliamentarians for West Papua in the Hague,  
launching International Lawyers for West Papua in London, hosting an international conference on 
West Papua at Oxford University and playing at a number of large festivals. 
 
Through the above activities and active communication we have increased the reach of the campaign 
at home and abroad, in particular gaining support in Scotland, Australia, the Netherlands and Norway. 
We have also increased media coverage with articles in the Economist and the Guardian and features 
on BBC Radio and Channel 4 News among others. 
 
We have two new volunteers and have been lucky to have a full time intern working with us for the last 
three months. We have also forged new active links with other organisations in particular gaining 
strong support from Fair Trials International. 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  

 
The funding we received was predominantly split into two areas: first was to help with travel costs for 
Benny Wenda to give talks, attend meetings and make vital contacts around the world. Through this 
work we have hugely increased the number of active supporters of the campaign with 500 new 
members of our email list, 5,000 new followers on Facebook and almost 4,000 followers on our new 
Twitter account. We have also got 30 new signatories to the International Parliamentarians for West 
Papua with a number of key parliamentarians providing substantial support. The TFN funding covered 
approximately 50% of this part of the project. 
 
The second part of the funding was to send direct emergency aid to West Papua. This has been used 
in two parts: firstly to support a new wave of refugees who have been forced to cross the border to 
Papua New Guinea to set up new homes there. Secondly we sent money to support families in the 
Puncak Jaya region to help them rebuild their homes and food gardens after they had been burnt by 
the Indonesian military during repeated sweeping operations. As far as we are aware we are the only 
organisation providing such funding and the TFN contribution made up 90% of these funds. 
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6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
See part 5 above. We have given public talks to an estimated 2,000 people over the last year as a 
result of the funding. We now have over 5,000 new followers on facebook, 4,000 on Twitter and 500 
new members of our email list. 
 
The direct aid will have been used to support approximately 50 families. 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not? 

 
Absolutely yes! It was a great boost to morale and allowed us to achieve all the above which would 
have been impossible without the support. We have also gained confidence in our ability to attract 
funding and are now in the process of drawing up a much more ambitious funding proposal to pay for 
office premises in Oxford and our first full time paid member of staff. 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
Just a big thank you to all who supported us and donated to us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


