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Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
Evergreen Play Association Ltd   
April 2015 
 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  

The aim of our pitch was to raise money for our very busy summer holiday scheme. We were 
hoping to raise money to fund the employment of support workers to work with children 
with a disability over the summer and to pay for the hire of coaches for our off site trips. Due 
to raising £2906.07 we were able to employ an additional support worker for the 5 weeks 
which in turn meant we could accept 6 new referrals for children with a disability to attend 
the playground over the summer and hire 3 coaches for our off site trips which this year was 
to; Woburn Safari Park, Gulliver’s Land Theme Park and a trip to a local park where we took 
116 children to celebrate National Play day. 
 

3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  

Yes. This summer we had 155 new children register with us, of which 6 were children with a 
disability. In all we had on average 130 children per day access the playground and we 
supported 37 children with a disability over the 5 weeks. We know this due to our 
monitoring which has been collated since the summer. Every day children sign in when they 
attend the playground and it is through these signing in sheets that we can assess how many 
children were present each day. During the summer we had a surprise visit from Ofsted who 
carried out an inspection. The result of the inspection was that we got an Outstanding 
report. This shows that the playground was providing stimulating play to all children for 
which we were very pleased. The report can be found on Ofsted’s website; 
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-
report/provider/CARE/144572 
 

4. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  

Through the work carried out over the summer we could see children thrive in our child led 
environment. Through observation and supervision we were able to see children gain in 
confidence, ability and social skills through accessing mainstream play. One of the children 
who was newly registered and who came with a complex referral due to his behaviour and 
social needs, had his support needs decreased over the summer due to him gaining 
confidence, learning how to socialise and communicate without hostility. He has now started 
attending term time and we are witnessing a change in his overall attitude and seeing a 
happy little boy who enjoys playing and socialising. The funding received from The Funding 
Network equated to approximately 12% of the overall cost of the summer. 
 

5. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  

New subscribers to your mailing list - 155 new children registered 

Further funding from individual donors –We raised a further £8,000 for the summer project 
from both individuals and grant giving organisations as part of our funding campaign. 
Further funding from institutional funders - see above. 
Other benefit (please describe) - someone who attended on the day registered their friend’s child at 
the playground and we were able to support him for a couple of days over the holiday period. 

http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/CARE/144572
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/CARE/144572


 

2 of 2    Registered Charity No. 1088315 

 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 

project/work and by how much? 

During the summer we had on average 130 children per day coming to the playground. This 
equates to approximately 450 individual children accessing the playground over this time. 
Summer is our busiest period of the year and having the extra staff is always a benefit to 
ensure the children have a range of activities, supervision and off site trips to help with their 
socialisation, communication and wellbeing. 
 

7. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  

Through receiving the funding we were able to accept additional funding for children with a 
disability to attend over the summer. One young boy aged 6 was referred to us. He was a 
child who is subject to a child protection order, has challenging behaviour, speech difficulties 
and behavioural problems. We provided him with 1:1 support, set boundaries in place for 
him and gave him the opportunity to play and explore like any other 6 year old child. He 
soon settled into the playground, spoke freely with staff and children and respected his 
boundaries and others. After attending for a few days he had made friends and needed less 
support. By the end of the holiday his support needs had decreased to 1:4 with a support 
worker being identified to him in case he felt he needed someone specific to talk to. He has 
been offered to attend during term time and we look forward to seeing him again. 
 

8. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 
our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

Since the presentation we haven’t undergone any significant changes but we have been able 
to provide a fun packed summer for so many children which is always our aim. 
 

9. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

The Funding Network crowdfunding event was a first for our organisation and we enjoyed 
the experience. It gave us the opportunity to promote our organisation to people we may 
never of had a chance to meet otherwise. TFN is a great idea and I’m sure many great 
organisations benefit from the support. 
 
 


