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Name of your Organisation:  Beats and Bridges  

Name of the project TFN funded:  Beats and Bridges  

Date Funded by TFN:  06/10/2016 

Were you able to undertake your 
project as planned? 

No 

If no, please outline how the 
project has changed.  

It has taken longer for the classes to take place than we hoped 
because ourselves, and then separately the DJs we have engaged, 
have had personal circumstances that has meant we needed to take a 
break during our Beats and Bridges work. However we are still in the 
process of completing our planned activities and fully expect to 
achieve our initial objectives, just at a later date. We kindly thank our 
funders for their support, and would be happy to provide an update 
again later next year.  

Can you describe and/or 
demonstrate the specific impact 
that TFN funding has had against 
your initial objectives? 

Working on Beats and Bridges has been a privilege and we want to 

warmly thank our funders for giving us the opportunity to make this 

work happen. We set out to empower and inspire women to DJ and 

break into a male-dominated music industry, and we believe we have 

succeeded in starting this process.  

We have been overwhelmed by the interest from women wanting to 

learn how to DJ. The work Beats and Bridges is completing has had a 

huge impact on the direct beneficiaries from this work - and they are 

the women being trained in DJ class sessions. Providing the beginners 

training and introductions to this art form has seen some of our 

participants and many pledge to continue this learning through their 

own means. We have had collaborations between women who are 

skill-sharing between one another, and a huge exchange of female 

based music. There is a huge potential for this work to grow, we see 

this as just the beginning, and are hugely grateful for the lift-off our 

funders have provided Beats and Bridges and its participants. Building 

this network has been hard to maintain but rewarding when women 

have created collaborations between themselves to skill-share and 

continue the teaching. We have had some DJing gig offers but they 

have been unpaid, and we are working towards building the profile of 

our DJs so that they may receive paid gig offers.  

Engaging female DJs to teach our lessons has been an informative 

experience. The female DJ community is smaller than it should be. 

This has meant at times we were conflicted about how to engage as 

many as possible to share opportunities, whilst also maintaining a 

consistency in the style of teaching. Being in touch with many of the 

female DJs to engage them for our project has had an important 
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impact on keeping a sense of the community that can support one 

another. It has put our participants on their radars to ensure that 

when DJing opportunities come up, they are passed onto our 

participants.  

The indirect beneficiaries are in the hundreds. We have really 

emphasised the need to spread the word about Beats and Bridges to 

friends and families through motos like “inspiring one friend can grow 

our network by hundreds”. And when our participants are playing gigs 

on public platform, we know other women will feel inspired seeing 

their identity reflected in the DJ! Therefore we anticipate the indirect 

beneficiaries of this network will certainly be in the hundreds.  

This funding has opened the door to a world we did not have access 
to before. We cannot put into words our gratitude for your support, 
and would be keen to send you updates about how the Beats and 
Bridges network evolves in the coming year. It is clear to us that 
although we have already begun dong great work, this is just the 
beginning.  

What portion of the project did 
TFN fund? 

100% 

 

How many direct beneficiaries 
did the TFN funded project 
reach? 

40 

 

How many indirect beneficiaries 
did the TFN funded project 
reach? 

Over 100  

 

Were you able to leverage 
further funding as a result of TFN 
support? 

No 

 

Did you receive any pro-bono 
support, volunteer offers or 
introductions as a result of the 
event? 

Yes 

 

If yes, please can you provide 
details of the support you 
received? 

Yes many new relevant networking introductions. Also we were 
fortunate to have one of our participants volunteer her support by 
providing 1 morning of work for 4 weeks. She will continue to work 
with us in the next year, particularly to identify gig/event 
opportunities to pitch our DJs to.  

How important was TFN funding 
in helping you achieve your 
objectives? 

We wouldn't have been able to achieve our objectives without YFN 
funding 

Since presenting at TFN, has your No 
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organisation undergone any 
other significant changes? 

 

Can you tell us any personal 
stories to highlight the value of 
the project? 

One of our participants Emma Hughes was so inspired by Beats and 
Bridges she has gone on to arrange one-to-one classes with one of the 
DJ teachers. She has pledged to work with us once she is more skilled 
in her DJing to provide free classes to other women, and skill share 
what she has learnt.  

 


