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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
Bail for Immigration Detainees, 17

th
 May 2012 

 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
BID provides legal advice, information and representation to people held in immigration detention in 
the UK, and carries out research, policy and advocacy and strategic litigation aimed at challenging 
immigration detention in the UK. 
 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
July 1999 
 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed?  
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope.  
 
No particularly noticeable changes.  We have slightly less funding than last year but the same number 
of employees and geographical spread. 
 
 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did TFN 
fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project?  
 
TFN funding provided a percentage of the overall project costs, about 10%.  The greatest change 
generated by the project was for individual families with children when parents were released from 
detention and reunited with their children.  However, we also referred cases for unlawful detention 
actions against the Home Office.  These are still in process.  We also carried out research into families 
separated by detention drawing on a pool of 200 families. 
 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
We provided legal advice, information and representation to 132 parents who had been separated 
from their children by detention.  Each family had an average of two children, making a total of 399 
people. 
 
 
 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
It enabled us to do the detailed policy work with civil servants, research into the experiences of 200 
children in 112 families, alongside the vital support to securing the release of individual families.  The 
research report will be launched in parliament in April.  Unfortunately there were no spin-offs in terms 
of funding or volunteer support, although I did write asking if anyone knew of any premises as we were 
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due to have to move from our current offices.  We have now been given an extension until June next 
year, but after that the building is to be demolished! 

 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
Our client group consists of people who are locked up without trial and indefinitely right here in the UK.  
They’re not locked up for any crime.  The project we pitched for was aimed at supporting parents who 
had been separated from their children by detention and reuniting them.  Both children and parents 
are devastated by their experience.  I do think the concept of the `Dragon’s Den for charities’ is an 
interesting way of awarding funding to projects. 
 
 

 
9. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project.  
I’m afraid we don’t have any.  Our work is confidential and most clients do not wish their stories to be 
publicised, although I give a few examples below: 

 
Ms A 

 Arrived in the UK to escape violent husband in 2008.  

 Arrested in May 2012 as an overstayer and taken into immigration detention 

 Son who was 9 years old on was taken into care on that day. 

 Family Court proceedings commenced by Local Authority against SA on the grounds 
that she was not his mother and had trafficked him. 

 All charges now dropped. DNA confirmed SA is mother 

 SA bailed from immigration detention in July 2012 with the help of  BID (detained for 
two months) 

 SA and child reunited after family court proceedings ceased 
 

Ms B 

 Arrived in 1992 on six month visit visa, tried to regularize her stay throughout her time 
in the UK 

 Granted indefinite leave to remain (ILR) in late 2010 

 Arrested on 8 June 2011 for using false document prior to obtaining ILR. Convicted 
and sentenced to 6 months imprisonment.  

 Detained under immigration detention in June 2012 (detained for three months). 
Helped with bail by BID 

 Two children: aged 12 and 9. Lived in care of SF’s cousin while she was in prison and 
immigration detention. Children were very upset by the separation from their mum, 
started distrusting people because they are told one thing about when they will be re-
untied with their mum and then this does not happen, problems at school – not playing 
with friends anymore 

 UKBA were in the process of drafting an automatic deportation decision on her 
release. 

Ms C 

 Entered UK in 2000 and granted leave to enter (LTE) for 6 months.  Since this time 
had leave to remain. 

 Arrested for importation of cocaine in 2006 

 Convicted for above offence and sentenced to 12 years 

 Held under immigration powers on 30 May 2012 

 Two children: eldest is in local authority care, youngest is living with sister 

 Bailed on 1 Aug 2012 (detained for three months) with the help of BID 

 Ongoing deportation case upon release  

Ms D 

 Arrived in UK in 2004 (specific date unknown) 

 Two children: born in the UK, aged 5 and 3 yrs. Lived with ex-partner whilst VA in 
prison & immigration detention  

 Arrested for shoplifting and immigration offences in 2008 

 Convicted of false documents and making a false statement on oath in 2010. 
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Sentenced to 2 years imprisonment. 

 Held under immigration powers for nine months, bailed with the help of BID. 

Mr E 

 Still detained and has been for 15 months, bail refused twice and temporary 
admission application to UKBA ignored. 

 Potential trafficking victim 

 Medical issues including PTSD, depression and panic attacks.  Waited for 3 
months for hospital appointment during detention and the day before appointment 
client was moved detention centres and could not attend.  A few weeks later client 
collapsed and was taken to hospital only to be taking back to detention later that 
day and locked in his room. 

 Has baby and partner in the UK. All are applying for asylum. 

Mr F 

 3 young children and partner in the UK, all currently applying for asylum 

 Convicted of false documents 

 Detained for 3 months, released with the help of BID. 

 


