Eston native continues with philanthropic efforts
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of The Crossroads
Former Eston resident Dr. Frederick Mulder continues to support causes at home and on the world stage as he attributes his giving ways to his upbringing in the small Prairie community.
Mulder moved to England in 1968 and he still lives in London where he has become a successful dealer of fine art, but the art dealer says he lives a modest lifestyle while helping out various causes through his philanthropic efforts.

The native of rural Saskatchewan was recently featured in a Globe and Mail feature titled the Connectors, which highlighted the philanthropist along with four other generous Canadians.

Mulder, now 67 years of age, has been involved in the creation of a couple of funding organizations including his most recent, The Funding Network, where he serves as chair of the board.

The Funding Network was created to give people a place to donate by pooling their funds, which he says helps to make people more comfortable when it comes to donating money, he explains.

The art dealer has been a Canadian citizen to this day, as he has never declared his British citizenship because he can still vote in British elections as a Canadian citizen, and he has two half brothers, Murray and Norman, who continue to call Eston home.

Mulder says he left to pursue his education at the University of Saskatchewan when he was 18 years old, which was the last time he lived in Eston permanently, but he continued to work summers in his hometown for a few years.

He studied English at the U of S from 1961 to 1965 before heading to Brown University in Providence, R.I. to continue his studies in philosophy as a graduate student, and then he moved to England to study at the University of Oxford in 1968 where he completed his doctorate.

The philanthropist says he feels strongly about the contributions he makes to less fortunate groups and individuals throughout the world and he attributes his generosity to his rural upbringing.

“I would say a lot of it came from my Prairie background,” he explains, noting that he also grew up in a local church that believed in tithing and it also helped to shape his giving ways.

Mulder says Eston was a great place to grow up and he was lucky to grow up on the Prairie because he attributes a lot of his values to living in the small town.

He notes that he had several businesses as a child such as going door to door selling Christmas cards from when he was 12 until he moved away and he even sold Avon products in the area for one year.

Those businesses, he says, along with his strong church community, allowed him to give back by donating money as a youth and he continues to give back in a big way.

“I always had this practice of giving money and though now I’m not an active church goer, I’ve still kept up the practice of using part of what I get to make other good things happen,” he charges.

Mulder says he deals in European print making between the years of 1460 to 1960 and he has held many of the great pieces in his field, including a Picasso print that sold for $3 million (U.S.), $2.3 million of which was given to the Prairie Trust, an organization dedicated to sustainable agriculture.

“Most, if not all, of the kind of great objects in my field passed through my hands in the course of my career,” he says about the pieces of fine art he has handled over his years as a dealer.

According to Mulder, growing up in Eston was good for him because the community had little to no class structure as it was a place where people were treated equal and it didn’t matter how educated they were or how much money they had.

Mulder says passions for fine art and philanthropy are tied together because he grew up in a family that wasn’t wealthy, but always had enough to eat, and he has always loved beautiful objects.

He started collecting art when he first moved to England as a student and what started out as a hobby grew into a full blown passion, which led to it becoming a business and career in 1971, he notes.

Mulder began collecting art when it was cheaper and his success in the art world allowed him to support social causes, which he wouldn’t have been able to do without becoming a success, he explains.

The art dealer says he lives in a nice home, but he also enjoys a modest living – he drives a 18-year-old car – in order to give as much of his money to charity as possible.

Mulder says he has the mentality that people living in small towns pride themselves on by teaching their children that anything is possible, so he moved to London, set up shop and it never occurred to him that he could fail.

“I kind of wandered into London and set up on my own and it never occurred to me I couldn’t succeed, and then I did,” he says, adding he might not have had the same blend of confidence and naivety if he had grown up in a larger place.

Mulder says he believes the Globe and Mail article came about because of a conversation he once had with a Globe and Mail columnist in England about art and philanthropy.

The philanthropist mentioned a reception he was invited to at Buckingham Palace a couple of years ago where he got talking with Queen Elizabeth II and he told her about one of his many generous efforts where he gave his neighbours rights to a large garden he owns in return for their monetary support to help build schools in Africa.

“She asked me how I had come to be there,” he says about her majesty, adding the reception was for Oxfam of Great Britain. “I told her about what I had done with my garden giving my neighbours permanent access, which is quite a valuable thing in England to have permanent access to a big plot of land.”

Lorne Johnston, who was a couple of grades behind Mulder when he went to school in Eston, says he can remember the former resident being a very intelligent individual.

“I remember him as being a brilliant student,” he says, noting that he looked up to Mulder because he was such a smart young fellow.

Johnston, who lives in town and farms in the area, recognized the Globe and Mail article and he says it didn’t come to him as a big surprise because it highlights what the Eston-born philanthropist does to help out.

He says Mulder was friendly as a young man growing up in Eston as he was nice to everyone, but he stressed that Mulder was a studious person when it came to his schooling.

Johnston says he hasn’t seen Mulder for about five years, but he recalls summer trips the former resident would make to town where “he would hang around down at the ballpark” while watching kids play baseball.

“Last time I talked to him I think he told me that he was doing some water well things with Lord Thompson of Ontario,” he says about Mulder and his efforts with the Ontario-based businessman, recognizing that the former resident has been involved in several charitable causes.

Mulder was a small town boy who made good and it has been interesting to know him, Johnston adds.
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