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Background 

Vision Housing is a social enterprise which finds accommodation for ex-offenders 

immediately on release from prison, linking them with good quality private housing 

options and removing them from the networks of crime to which they would otherwise 

return. The Vision Housing model is based on the provision of continual support for our 

clients, and as long as they may want additional advice or assistance, they are able to 

access it through Vision Housing. This may include assistance with access to the benefits 

for which individuals are entitled, support with access to training services or support 

with job seeking. Vision Housing also accepts referrals to house chronically homeless 

individuals who are judged to be at risk of offending.   

 

This narrative update is provided for funding received from The Funding Network 

(TFN) in 2012. This is the third tranche of funding provided from TFN to support the 

work of Vision Housing and this continued support has been appreciated very much. 

The funding was provided for the purpose of supporting the expenses of the volunteer 

group that support the work of Vision Housing’s resettlement workers.  

 

Activities 

In the past year we were able to take on twelve volunteers (nine women, three men) to 

work with VH and receive help in getting into employment or training. As is usually the 

case with the volunteers working with Vision Housing, a significant number of these 

(10) were ex-offenders and previously clients of Vision Housing. Of the 12 volunteers 

who worked with us during the period supported by TFN funds, four have gone on to 

paid employment elsewhere, two have started employment contracts with Vision 

Housing and one is currently undertaking an NVQ course. Two further within the group 

of twelve continue to volunteer with us, and we are also trying to identify funding for 

another volunteer’s further training. Three volunteers left to pursue options elsewhere.  

 

The tasks that were undertaken by the volunteers varied according to their skills, but 

included providing direct support for our clients in accessing benefits and government 

services to which they are entitled. Volunteers have also been invaluable in assisting our 

administrative team. The value for the volunteers of this work is enormous as they gain 

both experience and confidence which help them move on in their lives, whether 

through gaining additional training or through finding paid employment.  

 

Funding provided: £11.922.02 
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