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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  

 
The Mustard Tree funded by an event in November 2010 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
The principle object of the Trust is the relief of poverty in particular but without limiting the foregoing by 
the provision of furniture, clothing, food and other items for persons who are in necessitous 
circumstances on terms appropriate to their needs.  
 
In every day language: We seek to meet the physical, emotional, social and spiritual needs of the 
homeless, the deprived and marginalised across Greater Manchester through a variety of aids and 
services. This includes support for people in temporary accommodation in making a home.   
 
The Charity aims to support people who are struggling with poverty in its many forms from individuals 
who are street homeless through to the long-term unemployed.  We aim to provide support through 
meeting immediate physical needs for clothing, bedding, furniture and food.  Through this provision we 
aim to sustain individuals in crisis situations and help reduce the barriers to progressing onwards.  The 
Mustard Tree also aims to increase opportunities for those who find themselves significantly 
disadvantaged, to do this we provide employment training, mentoring support, counselling, creative 
programmes and work placements.  The intention is that these provisions help people develop 
healthier and more fulfilled lives. 
 
This hasn’t changed since receiving TFN funding 
 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
 
March 1994 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed?  
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?  
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope.  
 
Annual turnover has increased from £278,665 in y/e 31st March 2010 to £340,635 in y/e 31

st
 March 

2011. 
Over the year we reached a further 1,200 beneficiaries and expanded our training provision 
significantly.   
We have also launched a social enterprise providing employment and training for people with major 
barriers to employment including homelessness. 
The number of employees has increased by 7 since receiving the funding (including social enterprise.   
We have developed a further element to our employment training programme in partnership with 
Business in The Community. 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did TFN 
fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project?  
 
The Freedom project (specifically funded) has gone from strength to strength.  Since the receiving the 
funding we have been able to employ another project worker, focussing on developing progressions 
routes and next step training.  We now measure specific outcomes, in the last 6 months the project 
has had the following impact: 
10 individuals moved into employment (of which 9 have sustained the employment to date) 
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14 into work placements with local employers 43 individuals have progressed onto further education or 
training 
For some of the ‘softer’ impact of the project these can be viewed in the following short videos 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BD2IDzDf5nY 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXlubV0LqEo 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bqCq0BlJOw&feature=related 
 
TFN funded approx 7% of the project 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
The project reached approximately 80 individuals over the last year. 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
Yes, above the financial impact it also increased awareness of our work amongst the local 
philanthropic community, with whom we have continuing conversations and support since the event.  
There have also been a few local fundraising events organised on behalf of the Mustard Tree through 
contacts made on the night. 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

 
We enjoyed the funding event itself and the challenge of presenting our work in a very short time 
helped focus future presentations. 
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