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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: The Social Sensitivity and Anti-Violence 
Association (DUY-DER)  
Date funded by TFN: 7 July 2015 

 
2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 
The aim of the project is reducing impact of explosions resulting from mines and abandoned 
ordnances on children in risky locations in terms of mines within cities of Mardin and Van. In 
order to realize this objective, DUY-DER planned “Landmine and Debris of Conflict Awareness 
Trainings” at schools for students about the danger of mines and abandoned ordnances. While 
the initial aim was organizing trainings in several districts of Mardin and Van, due to the armed 
conflicts in Nusaybin (a district of Mardin) starting as of July 2015, there have been some changes 
in the project activities. Due to the curfew resulting of the ongoing conflict in the region, schools 
in Nusaybin were closed down and thus it was not possible to implement the project in Nusaybin. 
Instead, the centre districts of Mardin were chosen in order to implement the project safely.   
 
Also, because of the conflicts, the timetable of the project was delayed. Preparations for the 
trainings started in January 2016 with a series of trainings for the project team. During the 
preparation period, 55.500 “Hızır Dede” (Grandpa Wisdom) magazines, which were prepared by 
DUY-DER to create awareness among children towards the dangers of landmines and war debris, 
were printed in accordance with the number of students in the targeted districts of Mardin. As of 
March 2016, project was started to be implemented in Artuklu, another district in Mardin. The 
project was implemented in 80 schools and the training mentioned in the project was given to 
32.00 students and 620 teachers. Students were trained about mines and abandoned ordnances 
during 1-1,5 hours and magazines were handed out.  

 
3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  
Yes X 
No 
What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project?  
Despite the ongoing conflicts in the region, project was implemented following a change of 
location which is another district in Mardin. The project was implemented in 80 schools and the 
training on mines and abandoned ordnances were given to 32.00 students and 620 teachers. 
Students were trained about mines and abandoned ordnances during 1-1,5 hours and magazines 
were handed out.  

 
4. If you were not able, please explain what happened and why? 
Can you quantify any changes? Eg …expanding number of employees, number of projects, 
geographical scope.  
The objectives and aim of the project remained the same. However, as described above due to 
the ongoing conflicts and changing needs in the region related to the security problems, few 
changes have been done in the project. First of all, the districts, where the project was planned 
to be implemented initially, were reconsidered and Nusaybin was eliminated due to the conflicts. 
Also, the armed conflicts caused delays in the schedule of the project. We started implementing 
the project in March. Despite these changes, Project is still on process in accordance with its 
objectives and aim. 
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5. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did 
TFN fund (eg all/x%)?   
The project was implemented at 80 schools out of 120 schools mentioned in the project. 32.000 
students and 620 teachers were trained for 1-1,5 hours about mines and abandoned ordnances. 
Moreover, as a result of trainings children learned about the danger of the landmines and their 
awareness about the mines and ordnances increased. Thus, children gave up playing with mines 
and abandoned ordnances as toys and a significant change in their lives has happened thanks to 
the project. TFN funded 13% of the project. Rest of the budget is covered by the Funding 
Program of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR). 

 
6. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  
new subscribers to your mailing list Yes 
new volunteers to your organisation Yes 
further funding from individual donors Yes 
further funding from institutional funders  Yes,  since one of the conditions of the EIDHR 
Program is that remaining budget should be covered by other institutions, TFN funding helped 
guaranteeing the EIDHR fund. 
an introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or other 
organisation)  
other benefit (please describe)  

 
7. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 

project/work and by how much? 
32.000 students and 620 teachers were reached. Through trainings, children learned about the 
danger of the landmines and abandoned ordnances. Also, thanks to the trainings, teachers 
became able to transfer their knowledge about mines and ordnances to other students, so 
through teachers more students would be reached indirectly.  
 
8. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  
Thanks to the project, children’s awareness and knowledge about the mines and abandoned 
ordnances have increased. While children used to consider mines and abandoned ordnances as 
toys, after the trainings they learned that mines and abandoned ordnances were dangerous. 
Thus, rather than one personal story, stories of each and every child participated in the trainings 
are worth telling and highlight the value of the project and the funding from TFN.  

 
9. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 

our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

Funding from TFN, such a respectable and well-known organization, is an important reference for 
further project applications. Since TFN chose and funded our project, the impact of our 
organization at local, national and international levels has increased. 
Also, since the end of 2015, an armed conflict has been going on in the region that our project 
targeted. Thus, our project and trainings were highly affected from the conflict. We had to 
eliminate a district due to the curfew in that district and also the project delayed. Despite all 
negative external factors we had lived through, we managed to implement project and organize 
trainings for students. 

 
10. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
Receiving individual donations at international level is an important institutional development for 
our organization. Thank you very much for your support.  

 
11. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project.  



 

3 of 5    Registered Charity No. 1088315 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4 of 5    Registered Charity No. 1088315 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

5 of 5    Registered Charity No. 1088315 

 
 
 

 


