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Name of your Organisation:  Lightyear Foundation 

Name of the project TFN funded:  Sensory Science 

Date Funded by TFN:  June 2016 

Were you able to undertake your 
project as planned? 

Yes 

Can you describe and/or 
demonstrate the specific impact 
that TFN funding has had against 
your initial objectives? 

As a new project, the funding from TFN enabled us to develop a Space 
themed Sensory Science workshop (based around Chemistry), to 
create a durable and reusable kit, to train session leaders and 
volunteers and to deliver 10 Workshops reaching 120 children aged 5-
18 years. 

By the last workshops in the series, we had increased our age range to 
include young adults which leads on nicely to our Tier II work which is 
all about breaking down barriers to STEM careers for young disabled 
adults.  

Sessions have evolved and we have introduced a greater range of 
experiments to adapt for the needs and interests of each group. New 
experiments include polymers, pressure rockets and alien art. 

We worked with teachers to integrate our sensory techniques into 
their ongoing teaching and to support one of the schools we worked 
with with obtaining the Primary Science Quality Mark.  

Our parents/carers take home resources also provide creative, 
sensory fun ideas at home as well as raising their aspirations too. 

What portion of the project did 
TFN fund? 

100% 

 

How many direct beneficiaries 
did the TFN funded project 
reach? 

120 

 

How many indirect beneficiaries 
did the TFN funded project 
reach? 

250 

 

Were you able to leverage 
further funding as a result of TFN 
support? 

Yes 

 

If yes, how much were you able 
to raise? 

£9,980 funding secured from Awards for All (lottery) and £1,000 
funding secured from the Dame Violet Trust 

Did you receive any pro-bono 
support, volunteer offers or 
introductions as a result of the 
event? 

Yes 

 

If yes, please can you provide 
details of the support you 

An audience member attended our development day and as/when 
time allows he would like to continue to support us as a volunteer. 
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received?  

How important was TFN funding 
in helping you achieve your 
objectives? 

We would have found it difficult to achieve our objectives without 
TFN funding 

Since presenting at TFN, has your 
organisation undergone any 
other significant changes? 

We are currently recruiting for a new project manager to help scale 
our work. 

We are developing a new biology workshop themed around the 
human body with the aim of familiarlising disabled children with 
medical environments.  Our research so far has shown 70% find 
medical appointments difficult, 67.5% found medical procedures 
challenging and the medical professionals we surveyed estimated that 
34% of medical procedures for disabled children had to be repeated 
because the first or previous attempts were not successful (for 
example because of anxiety or sensory issues). 

Every child is different but we believe our workshops can offer a 
general introduction to medical environments and the human body, 
helping to familiarise disabled children with medical environments, 
remove some of the fear out of appointments and showcase 
calming/coping techniques to the children, parents/carers and 
professionals. 

Do you have any other 
comments or feedback on the 
experience of the TFN process? 

The team are fantastic, warm, welcoming and supportive.  I love the 
process and as outlined above, it's so useful particularly  for small 
organisations starting out or looking to grow. 

 


