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Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
Friends of Kipkelion, 20 May 2015 
 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
We asked for funding to train people in rural Kenya to build and install smokeless stoves, and to 
provide demonstration models of the stoves to the installers and the local community.  The aim was 
to increase the availability of the stoves, which are much healthier than traditional cooking methods 
and burn only half as much fuel.  So the stoves save time and money, save the environment – and 
save lives through reduction of smoke related diseases. 
 

3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  
Yes!We have installed 284 stoves in the past 12 months, including 12 industrial sized stoves in 
schools.  We trained 30 installers who now have a new source of income, and the feedback from 
those who have had a smokeless stove installed has been overwhelmingly positive.  There has also 
been a marked reduction in accidents involving cooking: previously, children were often burned by 
the open fires used for cooking. 
 

4. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  
The last 12 months has seen the number of stoves installed nearly doubled, and as they become 
more widespread and more installers are trained, the smokeless stove project should become self –
financing.  TFN’s funding covered around 70% of the cost of the stoves programme in the last 12 
months and was a big step forward, taking the project from the status of a “pilot” project to that of a 
well-established programme. 
 

5. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much?  

1300 direct beneficiaries in domestic homes and around 3000 pupils in schools where the stoves 
have been installed. 
 

6. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  
We witnessed the installation of one stove in Kipkelion in February 2016 (we have photos!)– the 
householder Mrs Kemei lived in the house with her husband, mother, grandmother and children.  
Before getting the stove, she had to spend at least 10 hours a week walking to the forest to buy 
bundles of firewood which she then had to carry home on her back.  The grandmother had been 
sleeping  in the smoky kitchen containing the old stove.  The installation of the new stove – which 
took only a few hours – made the house clean and smoke free, transforming the health of all the 
occupants, and Mrs Kemei was able reduce her trips to the forest by half and spend only half as 
much money on buying firewood.  The time and money she saves will be put to better use, growing 
crops for sale or saving for her children’s education. 
 

7. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 
our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

We are seeing increasing revenues and support from a wide range of sources, including DFID and 
private foundations. 
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8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
We really enjoyed presenting at TFN and appreciated the constructive approach of the TFN 
supporters. 
 
 


