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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  

 
Children of the Forest, funding received December 2010 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
i.e. What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
  
We provide shelter, education and healthcare to ethnic Karen, Mon and Burmese refugee and migrant 
children living in the Thai – Burmese border area of Sangkhlaburi, Thailand.  
 
2. When was your organisation first established?    
 
March 2005 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Has your annual turnover changed?  
 
Our UK donations have increased by approximately £20,000.   
£12000 of which came from TFN Manchester 
 
Has the number of beneficiaries reached changed?   
Our childrens home has accepted seven more children, including two young babies 
 
Can you quantify any other changes? Eg …number of employees, number of projects, geographical 
scope.   
We have also established an additional education outreach programme allowing 4 recently employed 
part-time teachers to visit remote villages on the Thai-Burmese border to hold classes in Thai and 
mathematics, our aim is to develop this programme further. 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did TFN 
fund (eg all/x%)?  What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project?  
 
TFN funded the building of a new office and administration centre and a new young children and 
babies centre. 
All funding for both projects was provided by Manchester Funding Network donations 
Because the amount donated was more than requested we were able to build to a much higher 
specification and provide all additional equipment, furniture and services required. 
The new offices and admin’ centre are in constant use providing staff with much improved working 
facilities along with a comfortable and spacious meeting area for staff and visitors. 
 
The young childrens and babies centre is due to be completed in the December 2012 and will provide 
comfortable spacious accommodation for the house mothers, young children and babies. 
In addition to bedrooms it will feature an integrated childrens play area and a relaxation space for the 
Karen and Mon house mothers who care for the children 24/7 
The house mothers have been actively involved in the design of their new home and eagerly observe 
the progress of its construction 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
 
Our entire project provides a home, education and healthcare to over 1000 at risk refugee and migrant 
children and single mothers.  
The new office and administration centre funded entirely with TFN donations has enabled us to 
manage all our existing programs more effectively. 
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Also funded entirely with TFN donations our new young childrens and young babies home will provide 
safe and comfortable sleeping rooms and plays areas for up to twelve young children and babies aged 
3 months to 4 years. 
The 4 house mothers who care for the children 24/7 will also benefit greatly from improved living 
accommodation and relaxation areas.  
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not?  
Were there changes in non-financial support/leverage i.e volunteering hours, relationships, contracts, 
trustees or media coverage? Did it help to get other grants/donors? 
 
The difference TFN has made to Children of the Forest is that we are now operating more efficiently 
thanks to our new office and administration centre 
Our old office building, built entirely of wood was damaged by termites and had to be demolished. 
After which we set up a temporary office our cramped music room, positioned away from the main 
entrance area of the project 
 
We now have an office and observation area where we can meet and greet visitors to the project.  
More relaxed and productive meetings can be held in our covered open space positioned both in and 
below the new office building. 
 
As with many NGO’s our staff work very long hours and are often working under great stress. 
A comfortable and spacious new office working space has been greatly appreciated by them all. 
 
Our staff are always motivated when new buildings are under construction.  
When told that donations to finance the improvements have been provided from donors living on the 
other side of the world staff felt not only extremely grateful but also empowered by your support. 
 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
We were honoured to be asked to present at the inaugural Manchester TFN at the Bridgewater Hall 
The event was a great success due to the TFN staff who worked tirelessly to ensure all went well. 
We enjoyed immensely meeting the other participants, all wonderful people doing such great work. 
As a presenter I personally would like to thank all who attended and contributed to our project. 
Your generosity enabled us to improve the infrastructure of our project when no other funding was 
available 
 
We are deeply indebted to you 
 
Tom Hopson 
UK Trustee 
Children of the Forest 
 
 

 


