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Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
Birdsong, March 2015 
 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
Birdsong is an online retailer for clothing made by women’s organisations. We work with women’s 
charities and community groups who make clothes and provide tailored support so that they can sell 
them online. The goal is to provide an alternative revenue stream and make them less reliant on 
grant funding. With an ethos of ‘no sweatshops, no photoshop’, we also hope to make the fashion 
industry fairer for women by using diverse models and never ever digitally altering their appearance. 

 
3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  

Yes. Over the last year we have gone from an early stage idea to a fully fledged social enterprise start 
up. We have now raised over £10,000 in sales  for women’s organisations and our sales are growing 
every month. The number of groups we work with has risen from 3 to 15. 

 
4. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  

The £10,000 we’ve raised for women’s charities has been used to fund employment, education, 
childcare, counselling and more for more than 500 women on the margins of society. We have also 
received widespread acclaim in the media for our radical no photoshop policy which, we hope, is 
creating positive change in the fashion industry. 3% of the project work to date has been  funded by 
TFN. 

 
5. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  

New subscribers to your mailing list 
New volunteers to your organisation 
Further funding from individual donors 
Further funding from institutional funders 
An introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or other 
organisation) -  
Other benefit (please describe) 

 
We received tech support from one of the members of the audience. 

 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 

project/work and by how much? 
We are now working with more than 500 women, through 15 different women’s organisations. The 
include elderly women, women from migrant backgrounds, women recovering from addictions, 
women moving away from sex work, and many more. Through working with us, some of them have 
been able to start selling the clothes they make and generating a revenue stream for the first time. 
Others are now able to reach new customers and boost their revenue, providing more hours of 
employment and services. 

 
7. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN? 
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We have a group of elderly women at a day centre in Kingston who have been attending a knitting 
group for 14 years. For a long time they only sold their knitwear at bring and buy sales for around £5 
per piece. Now they are selling through us they have a regular stream of orders, and they donate all 
the money they make to their day centre. The money that they have raised collectively over the past 
year has been used to pay for new furniture for the centre. 

 
 

8. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 
our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

No 

 
9. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

Thank you! 

 
 
 


