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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 

 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  

Bees for Development Trust funded on 8 May 2014 

 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  

The aim of the project was to support Bees for Development’s Beekeeping Centre 

in Amhara in Ethiopia to help the chronically poor to create an income from 

beekeeping by providing training. 

 

In 2014 we aimed to build on the previous phase of the project and combine 

training courses in beekeeping, with business advice on how to access the best 

markets. Our target in 2014 was to provide training to 200 beekeepers, helping 

them adopt profitable beekeeping and to enter the thriving honey and beeswax 

market.  

 

3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and 

presentation?  

 

Yes we were able to proceed with our plans. We carried out an evaluation of 

achievements in January 2015 and the Bees for Development UK coordinator 

visited the project site in April 2015.  

 

What we achieved [this summarises Phase 1 and 2 of the project, to which TFN 

contributed] 

Number of women trained 159 

Number of men trained 230 

Number of tree seedlings planted 68,000 

Average household income increase 39% 

Feedback from stakeholders’ evaluation 

The evaluation team was led by the head of the Zonal Finance and Economic 

Development NGO Coordination Department. The evaluator was not just looking 

at the activities we did, but the changes that resulted for the families who 

participated. He asked our target beneficiaries, “How has your life changed?”, “How 

much money have you earned?”, and “What has been the influence on other beekeepers in 

the area?”  

In response to these questions, Geremew showed his apiary with newly-made 

top-bar hives which he had made himself, and he also showed well established 

seedlings in his backyard. He told also of the type of training he received and 
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who gave him that training. He provided information on honey yields, not in kg, 

but in number of combs from each of his seven top-bar hives. He said he 

harvested 5-8 combs from each hive except one where the colony was small. In 

one hive he harvested 15 combs, which equates to about 30 kg. He sold the honey 

in Bahir Dar and used the proceeds towards half the cost of his new boat. “With 

this boat I will do fishing and provide transport services and get money. With fishing I 

can get more than 800 birr (£26) per day. My plan for this year is to make 40 more hives. 

About 10 beekeepers in my village want to learn from me about how to make and use top-

bar hives”. Geremew then explained why he preferred the top-bar hives to frame 

hives and local style hives.  

Another beekeeper in the next village also explained what difference the project 

had made. As a result of income earned he had been able to extend his home and 

he bought clothes for his children for their epiphany celebration.  

Reported by Tilahun Gebey, Bees for Development Ethiopia 

 

 

4. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of 

this work? What actual change did the funded project generate? What 

proportion of the project/work did TFN fund? 

 

TFN funded about 20 % of the costs of Phase II of the project Ethiopian 

Beekeeping Centre in Amhara. This support enabled 40 beekeeping participants to 

be trained - without the support from TFN we would not have been able to 

include these 40 trainees. 

 

5. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  

new subscribers to your mailing list 

new volunteers to your organisation 

further funding from individual donors 

further funding from institutional funders 

an introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business 

or other organisation) 

other benefit (please describe) 

 

We received six new subscribers to our mailing list.  

  

The funds we received enabled us to do work which leveraged further funding from 

an institutional funder (see para 9). 

 

One new contact volunteered his time to help us work out the financial return to 

beekeeping in developing countries - so we could use this information to 

demonstrate the financial viability and sustainability of our work. 
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6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the 

TFN funded project/work and by how much? 

 

TFN funds contributed to on-going training work. We trained 40 beekeepers as a 

result of the funding we received - we would have not been able to reach these 

families without the support from TFN. Each beekeeper participated in two rounds 

of training and received follow-up support.  

 

7. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from 

TFN?  

 

Stories from beekeepers who were trained in July 2014 with TFN funding. 

 

Mersha Yieleg 

“I learned how to make a top-bar hive during the training. I did not know if it would work but 

I could see the advantages and after the training I made an additional six hives at home. I 

have already harvested honey from all these hives - from I got 5 honey combs, from others 7. I 

sold the honey in the town of Bahir Dar for £1.80 per kilo. This price is nearly double the 

normal price for honey. This is because I am using top-bar hives - and I am able to harvest the 

best quality honey from these hives. I would not have been able to do this without the 

training. My friend Getahm Mulat also attended the training and together we have combined 

our earnings from honey and we have bought a fishing boat. In future I plan to concentrate in 

beekeeping, growing fruit and fishing. I have a family and I need to be sure I can look after my 

children and focus on their education”.  

 

Getahm Mulat 

“I see that beekeeping using top-bar hives is a good business. Compared with what I have to 

invest to make hives, I can earn a good income. The honey I have harvested has been good 

quality and I sold the honey for £1.90 per kilo to a buyer in Addis Ababa. I sold 60 kilos and I 

earned £114, some of which I invested in a fishing boat. Other people also attended the 

training but they did not immediately take up what they learned. Some people wait and see 

first. Now our neighbours have seen what Mersha and myself have achieved and they are 

beginning to copy us - even others who did not attend the training are asking how to make 

beehives. I am not yet married but I am hopeful of the future. I will expand my beekeeping 

business and I then I will be ready to start a family of my own”.  

 

Kindu Abebe 

“I have very little land and no oxen and so it is hard for me to make a living from farming. I 

am a weaver. Since I attended the beekeeping training with Bees for Development I now earn 

more money from beekeeping. I have managed to buy clothes and grain. My neighbours are 

asking me to show them how to make beehives. It is not a problem if more people become 

beekeepers and produce honey - I am not worried there will be a surplus of honey. In fact the 
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opposite - the more honey there is in the village then we shall have a reputation as honey 

producers and more traders will come here to buy honey. This will save the time and money of 

taking honey to Bahir Dar to sell. The good thing about top-bar hives is that it is possible to 

harvest honey by using less smoke and this means the honey is of a better quality and I can 

sell it for a high price”.  

 

8. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant 

change(s) which our donors would be interested to know about (these changes 

do not need to be related to the experience of presenting at TFN).  

 

Since presenting at TFN we have secured a new DFID-funded project, also in 

Ethiopia. Our funding application was successful - in part - due to our ability to 

demonstrate the impact of the work we had done previously with the help of 

TFN funds. In this way TFN has helped leverage further substantial support for 

our work in Ethiopia - helping the poorest support their families through 

beekeeping.  The new project started in April 2015.  

 

9. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

 

We, and our new beekeepers, are very grateful for this support. The Beekeeping 

Centre in Amhara is growing and with the new DFID-funded project we shall be 

able to reach more people. We are now seeking funding to establish a permanent 

home for the Centre so we can move out of rented premises. We would like to 

establish a training apiary and have a permanent training classroom. Support for 

this aim would be gratefully received.  

 

10. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the 

project.  

 

Attached separately. 

 

Bees for Development Trust acknowledge and thank The Funding Network for their 

support. 

 

Janet Lowore, Bees for Development 


