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Report to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
African Prisons Project – March 2014 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
Female Prisoner Legal Education  

What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
The objectives of the project included; 
To sponsor female students in Kenyan prisons for two years of study towards a Diploma in the 

Common Law; To purchase of up to date Law books for the Kenyan students; To facilitate local 
examination fees and payments to invigilators of exams.  
The objectives of the project have not changed but been improved, while APP had applied for 
funding for the student studies, the project has matured into a long-term programme. Currently the 
programmes aims to; 

 Develop a core group of legally trained individuals in prisons to access justice from within. 
 Increase success rate of appeals through paralegal office or through legal students. 

 Create instructors amongst the convicted to help educate and inform others. 
 Demonstrate ability of prisoners to have a direct impact on their lives and the lives of others. 
3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  

Yes. All students were enrolled as planned and will be completing their first academic year in May 
2015. Up to date study materials and text books were provided to all students and students receive 
regular classes 6 hours per week (in most cases APP exceeds 10 contact hours per classroom). The 
students are presently studying Criminal Law and Common Law Reasoning and Institutions. In 2015-
2016 they will pursue contracts and International Human Rights 

4. If you were not able, please explain what happened and why? N/A 
5. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  

APP was able to support four students on a two year diploma programme in Common Law, through 
the University of London, in Langata's Maximum Security Women's Prison. Before now we had only 
ever supported one female student, and so this is a key component in our programme's expansion 
outside of our initial trial prison in Kenya. The project is about creating a community of legally trained 
individuals able to create change from within prisons and support their fellow inmates with their 
legal rights. In January of 2015 the Langata students submitted 9 appeals on behalf of their fellow 
students along with 6 requests for bail. These numbers are relatively limited due to the time students 
have for other outside of their studies.  
As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  
New subscribers to your mailing list: As a result of sharing about the project in organisational 
newsletters, APP has received new subscribers for our newsletters monthly. We cannot be definite 
on how many subscribers are due to the UoL work, however we have increased our media presence 
with a greater number of following on all our media and communications platforms.  
New volunteers to your organisation: None have arrived as a direct result of TFN funding, however 
our engagement with female prisoners has undoubtedly increased the interest in this project in 
Kenya and in the UK and is regularly cited by volunteers as a unique aspect of the program. Many 
volunteers a total of 5 volunteers have supported these students in the last year.  
Further funding from institutional funders: No further funding has been accessed directly so far. 
However a lot of support especially from  volunteer group has led to prospective advocacy of the role 
of APP.  
An introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or other 
organisation): None can be directly attributable other than through stronger network that already 
existed.  
Other benefit (please describe) 
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6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 

The direct beneficiaries of TFN's funding are the four women receiving a legal education through the 
University of London with support provided by APP's volunteer trainers and staff. The secondary and 
tertiary beneficiaries of TFN’s funding will include the general prison population that APP students 
counsel on relevant legal issues. APP anticipates that a single student can provide support to a 
minimum of 5 prisoners per month on issues related to appeals and bail applications, along with legal 
advice and preparation for those going before a judge for trial. The long term beneficiaries of the 
TFN’s funding will include the families of those prisoners released through the work of our students.  
Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  

Rose is a 23 year old inmate in her first year of law 
school. Though she has only been studying with APP 

since the start of the 2014-2015 academic year she has 
successfully helped inmates with appeals and bail requests. In 
January of this year she worked with a prisoner who had 
served more than a decade in  prison. With Rose's support and 
consultation the woman successfully appealed her case using a 
defense of duress and was released a few short weeks 
afterwards.  Said Rose of her work, “I am committed to 
continuing my studies when I leave prison, and hoped to one 

day qualify as a lawyer so as to be able to represent those, especially women, who are vulnerable 
and not able to pay for legal representation, however, my only concern is whether APP will be able to 
support me throughout my legal education plans”. “I have dreamed of being a lawyer since when I 
was a little girl, however as I grew up in a poor family in one of the slum areas in Kenya, my parents 
and family could not afford university tuition” she says. Rose did well in school and attended 
secretarial college, the best higher level education she could afford. Rose will be sitting her end of 
year 1 exams in May 2015. 
Testimonies from other students 
'For me, APP and the UoL course is about empowering myself and others. I just wish APP were able to 
take on another 20 inmates and staff to study!'  Winnie. 
'When you are desperate you are not focused, you are just living for the sake of living. I try to help my 
fellow inmates move past desperation and focus on the future.' Sarah. 
'Studying with APP and the UoL has empowered me as a women. I now feel I have more control over 
my situation.' Jane. 
7. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which our 

donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to the 
experience of presenting at TFN).  

APP continues to run the Legal Education Programme in partnership with the University of London in 
Uganda and Kenya. In 2014 the programme expanded to Langata Women's Maximum Security Prison 
and Naivasha Maximum Security Prison, both in Kenya. Our legal education program expanded from 
15 students to 30 across Kenya and Uganda. APP continues to provide financial support, mentoring 
and guidance to all our students pursuing the University of London's International Programme 
Distance Learning LLB Degree or Diploma in the Common Laws offered by the University. The law 
firm Jones Day has also provided funding for a library to be built at Langa'ata to support our students 
and the rest of the adult and infant Lang'ata prison population.  

8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
With the combination of the funding provided by TFN, individual donors and other institutional 
donors we have been able to dramatically change the lives and futures of 4 intelligent and talented 
women who were lost in an unjust and challenging system. Thank you for supporting this work.  
9. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project.  
 

Rose, a first year law student. 
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Illustration 

1: Lord Dholakia of the House of Lords, Jefnnifer Taylor and 
the Officer in Charge of Langata Prison after meeting with 
APP students Jane Ouma, Rose Musyoki and Sarah Njoka 
(from left to right).  


