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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  
Report back to The Funding Network 

 
 
Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN: 
 
Reprieve. We received our grant of on 26th June 2012. 
 
What does your organisation do? 
 
Reprieve is a small frontline human rights organisation, staffed mainly by lawyers and 
investigators. Founded in 1999 by British human rights lawyer Clive Stafford Smith, we 
provide free legal and investigative support to British and European nationals facing the 
death penalty and those victimised by abusive counter-terrorism policies – rendition, torture, 
extrajudicial imprisonment and extrajudicial killing. 
  
Based in London, we are currently working on behalf of 70 people facing the death penalty in 
16 countries, and 17 men imprisoned in Guantánamo Bay. We are also acting on behalf of 
those detained in secret prisons around the world, and are leading the fight against US-led 
missile drone strikes in Pakistan and Yemen. To date, we have secured the release of 66 
prisoners from Guantánamo Bay, more than any other NGO or law firm, and we have helped 
over 300 clients to avoid state execution overseas.  
 
We work to challenge worldwide use of the death penalty and serious human rights abuses 
associated with the so-called ‘war on terror’. Our aims remain the same since receiving TFN 
funding. 

When was your organisation first established? 
 
1999. 
 
Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
 
Over the past twelve months Reprieve has grown from 28 to 33 full-time equivalent members 
of staff. Our casework teams have reviewed strategy and priorities, and in 2013 the renamed 
Abuses in Counter-Terrorism Team  
will focus on three areas: drones, extrajudicial detention and emerging threats. Reprieve’s 
Death Penalty Team has this year expanded its outreach to identifying and assisting 
European nationals facing capital punishment in Asia and the Middle East North Africa 
(MENA) region, while continuing to assist those on death row in the USA. The ever-changing 
landscape of Reprieve’s working environment requires flexibility and innovation, and 
Reprieve must be willing to employ a variety of tools in order to achieve our overarching 
goals of global abolition of the death penalty and a world free from the abuses associated 
with the ‘war on terror’. We are therefore incredibly grateful to count the Funding Network 
among our supporters. 
 
 
Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has 
had?  
 
Activities June 2012- March 2013: 
 
Reprieve is at the forefront of international advocacy against the illegitimate use of 
weaponised drones. Our focus is the CIA’s secretive drone wars outside declared conflict 
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zones, including Pakistan and Yemen, and the terrorising effects of drones on civilian 
populations in these countries. Working with our partner in Pakistan—the Foundation for 
Fundamental Rights—we have launched legal action against the Pakistani Government for 
their collusion in attacks on Pakistani citizens. We have also stimulated debate around 
illegitimate drone use in the UK, and are questioning the legality of strikes and British 
involvement in them in UK courts.  
 
In September 2012, Reprieve facilitated the report Living Under Drones by Stanford 
University and New York University. This report involved recording witness statements from 
60 people affected by drone strikes in the Waziristan region, which many from the human 
rights told us would be impossible. In October 2012, Reprieve launched a judicial review 
against the UK Government on behalf of Noor Khan, whose father was killed by a drone 
strike at a peaceful meeting of tribal elders in March 2011. We sought to ascertain if GCHQ 
(one of the UK’s spy agencies) had shared locational intelligence with the CIA for drone 
strike targets in Pakistan, as had been alleged in several high-profile media articles.   
 
In parallel to these legal actions, Reprieve is pursuing public advocacy in Pakistan and 
Yemen on behalf of civilian victims of drones strikes. In September 2012, Reprieve Director 
Clive Stafford Smith worked with FFR and leading Pakistani activists to stage a “March to 
Waziristan,” which garnered huge public support and culminated in a nine-mile long convoy 
of 1,000 vehicles just outside of the Federally Administrated Tribal Areas of Pakistan. And in 
February 2013, Reprieve visited Yemen with a leading psychologist to investigate the impact 
of drone strikes on Yemeni children. With the aid of our in-country fellow, we were able to 
connect directly with victims and gain valuable testimony that will provide the basis for future 
litigation in Yemen and elsewhere. 
 
Changes generated: 
 
The Noor Khan judicial review provided the opportunity for the concerned parties to start a 
critical national conversation about the use of drones: it is undisputed that there is no 
declared armed conflict in Pakistan (an ally of both the US and the UK) and that drone 
attacks in Pakistan have resulted in civilian deaths. Reprieve sought accountability from the 
UK Government for any part it is playing in the drone strikes and also alleged violations of 
UK domestic law. The case was denied permission to go to a full hearing, but Reprieve is 
appealing the ruling. The Pakistani litigation continues to move slowly at the Islamabad High 
Court. The “March to Waziristan” was a massive media event, covered extensively by news 
outlets in Pakistan, the UK and the US, including CNN and the BBC. The findings of our 
recent trip to Yemen fed into testimony given in March 2013 before the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on Drones at Westminster, and will provide future opportunities for legal 
challenges of the UK’s role in assisting the US drone programme through intelligence sharing 
and logistical support. 
 
Indicators of project success: 
 
Indicator 1: Litigation brought by the family of a drone strike victim to challenge the legality 
of the practice: the Noor Khan judicial review had its first hearing in October 2012, and is 
currently on appeal. 
 
Indicator 2: Significant advocacy as to the existence and legality of the drone programme. 
Such advocacy includes seeding press coverage, engaging with Reprieve supporters 
through social media, and educating policy makers on the existence and legality of the drone 
programme and of the UK’s role in it: Reprieve staffers regularly make media appearances to 
discuss drones (Sky News, Channel 4, BBC Radio); are frequently quoted in news articles 
that appear in national newspapers and websites (The Guardian, Independent, 
politics.co.uk); and often take part in high-profile debates regarding drones (Google’s 
“Intelligence Squared” debate). 

http://livingunderdrones.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Stanford_NYU_LIVING_UNDER_DRONES.pdf
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Challenges encountered 
 
Legal challenges in the United States regarding US accountability for its abuses and 
excesses in the “war on terror” remain largely a dead-end because of US laws which give the 
Government immunity from lawsuits that involve national security. There are many crusading 
NGOs and charities in the US that Reprieve partners with (including the ACLU and CCR), but 
our efforts can be more effective in the UK, which is where we focus most of our litigation. 
While we are disappointed that more of the court cases we bring are not an outright “victory” 
that have an immediate positive impact for our clients, Reprieve understands that our legal 
challenges are innovative, often pushing the boundaries of the application of current laws. 
Over time, we expect the legal theories we advance to be more widely accepted, both in the 
court of law, and in the court of public opinion. 
 
Proportion of TFN Funding: 
 
In June 2012, we received funding of £5,679.50 which supported the salary costs of Jen 
Gibson, Reprieve Drones Caseworker. Jennifer Gibson’s salary is £33,600; she is assisted 
with direction from Clive Stafford Smith, who does not receive a Reprieve salary, and our 
legal director, Kat Craig, who is paid £38,600 annually. 
 
Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN 
funded project/work and by how much? 
 
Reprieve was one of the first NGOs to begin investigating US-led drone attacks in Pakistan – 
attacks which have since expanded to Yemen, Somalia and Mali. The Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism1 estimates that in Pakistan alone, up to 3,573 people have been 
killed in attacks to date, and just 2% of these fatalities were named ‘militant leaders’. The 
vast majority of the remaining 3000+ fatalities were unidentified.  
 
Our project has challenged and will continue to challenge the use of weaponised drones, to 
call for domestic and international policy regulating drones as weapons, thereby drastically 
reducing the number of strikes. The primary beneficiaries of our work are the victims and 
their families for whom we are leading accountability litigation in UK and Pakistani courts. 
The secondary beneficiaries are the members of affected communities in Waziristan, Yemen, 
Somalia and Mali. It is therefore difficult to give a precise figure, but the ripple effects of the 
project could impact positively on the lives of thousands. 
 
Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If 
yes, in what way? If no, please specify why not?  

 
Yes, a very positive difference. The grant was a significant and much-needed contribution to 
Jennifer Gibson’s salary. The event itself was also a fantastic experience for Reprieve; it 
served as an affirmation of our work on drones, at which we received great feedback from 
your members. It also afforded us the opportunity to meet potential supporters and other 
human rights organisations working in the field.  

 
 
Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
No – just thank you! 

 
 

                                            
1
 http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drone-data/   

http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/category/projects/drone-data/
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Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the 
project.  
 
 
James Jeffrey (the Guardian) reports on what the anti-drones protest march to Waziristan hopes to 
achieve. He mentions Clive Stafford Smith and his letter to President Obama. 4 October, 2012. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/oct/04/drones-protest-march-
waziristan?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487  
 
Alice K Ross, the Bureau of Investigative Journalism. 11 October, 2012. Imran Khan’s march brings 
global attention to CIA drone strikes. The article mentions Reprieve and features quotes from Clive 
Stafford Smith and Shahzad Akbar.  
http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/2012/10/11/imran-khans-march-brings-global-attention-to-cia-
drone-strikes/  
  
Clive Stafford Smith, the Guardian, 23 October 2012. We need to know the truth about UK drones 
policy 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/oct/23/truth-uk-drones-policy  

 
 
Ian Cobain, the Guardian, 23 October 2012. UK support for US drones in Pakistan may be war crime, 
court is told. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/oct/23/uk-support-us-drones-pakistan-war-
crime?newsfeed=true  
  
Sam Smith, Metro, November 6 2012. As UN probes civilian deaths in CIA attacks in Pakistan, are 
drones legal? 
http://www.metro.co.uk/news/newsfocus/916817-as-un-probes-civilian-deaths-in-cia-attacks-in-
pakistan-are-drones-legal  

 
The Huffington Post, March 25 2013. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2013/03/25/drone-strikes-uk-killings_n_2951412.html 
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